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LIFE OF BISHOP WHITE 

(no ICATTEB HOW SMALL THB YOLTIMB WHIGH CONTAINS IT,) 

18 SO FULL OF INTEREST TO ALL GOOD MEN, 

THAT I AM 8X7SE TOU WILL NOT DISDAIN 

Z%lg Crittttt ot fLtUttion 

IBOK A FORMES PUFtL^ AND A SINCERE AND 

DEYOTED FBIENIX 



PEEFACE. 



Should this little volume meet with the appro- 
bation of Churchmen, it is the Author's intention to 
prepare others of a similar character, containing the 
Memoirs of Bishops Griswold, Chase, Hobart, Heber, 
Stewart, and others. 

No one who has not actually performed the task 
of writing biographies for the young, can form any 
idea of the difficulty of such an efibrt. 

Without hoping to disarm criticism by this remark, 
the Author trusts that it may at least secure for this 
humble ofiering, a patient reading, and protect him 
from harsh and hasty judgment. 

It is but justice to state, that he has freely availed 
himself of every source of information within his 
reach. 
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CHAPTER I. 

** 18 IT TRUE ?** — PABENTAOB — BIRTH — CHILD OF GOD — 

BOYISH TASTES — JUYBNILE PREACHINO REFUSING TO 

DANCE — SENT TO SCHOOL — COLLEGE LIFE. 

It is a question oflen asked by little folks, after 
reading, or listening to a story, " Is it true ?" show- 
ing, by this inquiry, that their estimation of its worth 
will depend, in a great degree, upon the answer they 
receive. I have been surprised, therefore, that more 
pains have not been t!aken to prepare authentic bio- 
graphies of the wise and good for their entertainment 
and instruction, instead of dealing so largely in the 
fictitious and the improbable. 

With a view of testing the soundness of my the- 
ory, I have concluded to write a short memoir of 
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Bishop White, and I am sure that it will be my own 
fault, and not that of the subject, if this effort should 
prove unsuccessful. 

William White was bom in Philadelphia, on the 
24th of March, 1747. He was the son of Colonel 
Thomas White, an Englishman by birth, who emi- 
grated to Maryland in his sixteenth year ; coming to 
the New World, like many others, to seek his fortune. 
He married twice ; his second wife, (the widow New- 
man, a native of Burlington, New Jersey,) being the 
mother of the subject of this memoir, who was after- 
wards to act so prominent a part in the history of the 
American Church. 

The parents of Bishop White were both excellent 
people ; their son thus speaks of them in a letter to 
a friend, written long after their decease : " My father 
left the world with the reputation of unsullied integ- 
rity through life ; and 1 think I may say that he pos- 
sessed a remarkably correct judgment of men and 
things. In his domestic character he was indulgent 
and exemplary. During the last twenty-two years 
of his life, he was so &r a cripple, in consequence of 
a &11 from a carriage, as to walk on two canes with 
handles. This kept him out of all society, except 
such as could be had at his own hospitable table and 
fireside ; and, except in afternoons, of some of the 
principal gentlemen of the city, of his own age, who, 
in those days, habitually assembled at the public 
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coffee-house, for society merely. My mother, if I 
am not misled by partiality, possessed an excellent 
understanding, with sincere, but unostentatious piety. 
It would be wrong not to record the acknowledgment 
of the benefit of her religious instructions upon my 
young mind, for which I owe gratitude to her mem- 
ory, and to the grace of God for the benefit received 
from them." 

In these modest terms does the good Bishop bear 
testimony to the value of that early training, which 
fitted him for usefulness in afler years. Having been 
made " a member of Christ, and a child of God," by 
Holy Baptism, he was gently led along, step by step, 
in the way he should go, and true to the promise con- 
tained in His blessed Word, the kind and watchfiil 
Providence of God never allowed him to depart 
from it. 

It is gratifying to notice how early William White 
manifested a taste for the office of the sacred minis- 
try. A Quaker lady, who had known him intimately 
from his early boyhood, pleasantly remarks, that 
" Billy White was bom a Bishop — I never could per- 
suade him to play anything but church. He would 
tie his own or my apron round his neck, for a gown, 
and stand behind a low chair, which he called his 
pulpit ; I, seated before him on a little bench, was 
the congregation; and he always preached to me 
about being good. One day," she continues, " I heard 
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him crying, and saw him running into the street, and 
the nurse-maid after him, calling to him to come back 
and be dressed. He refused, saying, ' I do not want 
to go to dancing school, and I won't be dressed, for I 
don't think it is good to learn to dance.' And that 
was the only time I ever knew Billy White to be a 
naughty boy." The same lady mentions, that when 
her little playfellow had grown up to manhood, and 
had become a Bishop, she reminded him of this 
amusing circumstance in his history, and that he told 
her, that when his mother found him so unwilling to 
learn to dance, she gave it up, " though," he said, " I 
am by no means opposed to others learning, if they 
like to dance." 

When seven years of age, William White, who 
had previously been attending a primary school, 
taught by a female, was sent to the English school 
connected with the College of Philadelphia, an insti- 
tution then in its infancy. Three years after, we find 
him advanced to the Latin school, of which Mr. Paul 
Jackson was the master. 

It was unfortunate for young White that this gen- 
tleman soon resigned a position which he was so ad- 
mirably qualified to fill, leaving his school to the 
care of Mr. John Beveridge. The new master find- 
ing it necessary to limit the number of his classes, 
pushed William White forward into studies for 
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which he was not fullj prepared, thus rendering his 
course far more difficult and painful. 

Notwithstanding this unfortunate advancement, he 
contrived, by diligence and perseverance, to maintain 
a respectable standing, and, at the early age of thir- 
teen, was pronounced qualified to enter college. His 
father, however, took a very sensible view of the 
matter, and thinking him too young for beginning 
such an arduous task, insisted upon his remaining in 
the Latin school another year. This determination 
was extremely mortifying to the young student, at 
first, but he lived long enough to discover that 
parents are generally much wiser than their children, 
and that their prudent counsels should be carefully 
followed. 

He entered college when fourteen years of age, 
completing the course in three years, and sustaining 
throughout a good reputation as a scholar. 

We have thus briefly traced the career of the fu- 
ture Presiding Bishop of the American Church, from 
his infancy to his seventeenth year, and now leave 
him, at the close of the chapter, standing upon the 
threshold of life, and looking forward upon what it 
might have in store for him. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONFIRMATION A VEXED QUESTION SETTLED CHOICE OF A 

PROFESSION DIFFICULTIM — VOYAGE TO LONDON NON-RES 

IDENT BISHOP ORDAINED DEACON KINDRED. 

A YOUTH trained up as carefully as William White 
had been, should be ready for Confirmation by the 
time he has reached his seventeenth year, and my 
readers may be anticipating such an announcement 
at this period of the history. But it should be re- 
membered that I am writing about things which 
happened before the Revolutionary War, when this 
country was only a colony of Great Britain, and when 
there were no Bishops on the American continent. 

The Church in the New World needed Bishops, — 
and besought the mother Church in England to send 
them ; but these prayers were, for a long time, un- 
heard. 

No matter how anxious young White might have 
been to ratify and renew the vows of Baptism in the 
apostolic rite of the " laying on of hands," there was 
no possibility of his wish being gratified, because the 
Church was thus cruelly deprived of the watchful care 
of chief shepherds of the flock. 
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The state of religion in America, during all the 
dismal days when the Church was thus doomed to 
drag out a miserable existence, with lax discipline 
and unfaithful clergymen, showed too plainly that 
no part of her frame-work can safely be dispensed 
with.* 

The time had now come when William White 
must determine what his future course in life should 
be, and those who remember the little incident of his 
childhood, related in the first chapter, will not be 
surprised to find that he made choice of the holy 
ministry. Would to God that thousands more, who 
are growing up to manhood, would follow his exam- 
ple in this respect ! To pursue a theological course, 
in these days, and to obtain ordination, is compara- 
tively an easy matter. But when young White thus 
resolved to devote himself to God's service, there 
were no " schools of the prophets," in this land, where 
students could be educated for their work : books 
were few and expensive : and even when candidates 
for the ministry, in spite of all difiiculties, had finished 

* It seems to haye been taken for panted, by many Ghnrcbmen, tbat 
Bisbop White must certainly haye been confirmed npon his first yisit to 
England for ordination. In 1852, the qaestion gave rise to a con troy ersy 
in the religious papers of the Ghnrch and of other bodies of Christians, and 
the wIioTe matter was settled by Dr. Muhlenberg, in these few words : — 
" We recollect distinctly Bishop Whitens telling us that be never was 
confirmed, and his adding, moreover, that the English Bishops were not 
In the practice of confirming those who came over firom this country for 
OTdin&iion.^*^JSvangMoal Catholie^ vol. ii., p. IS. 
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their preparatory course, how could they obtain the 
commission to act as ambassadors for Christ 1 ^' 

There was only one alternative, — take a long aid 
dangerous voyage to England, for the purpose of 
being ordained, or give up, altogether, the hopes and 
plans of years. 

Young White was fortunate enough to receive aid 
and direction in his studies from the Rev. Messrs. 
Peters and Duche, two clergymen then settled and 
officiating in the city of Philadelphia. 

Three other young men began their studies at the 
same time, and under like circumstances. One of 
these, Thomas Coombe, we shall have occasion to 
mention again, in another chapter. 

At the close of five years, the necessary studies 
having been mastered, the next great step must be 
taken, — ^the going to England for holy orders. Ac- 
cordingly, in October, 1770, young White embarked 
for London, and after a tedious and trying voyage, 
landed safely upon the soil which his fathers had 
trod. 

Strange as it may seem to us, who have lived to 
see the number of Bishops so greatly multiplied, all 
of the Episcopal churches in America were then con- 
sidered as belonging to the diocese of the Bishop of 
London, Dr. Richard Terrick. Practically, it was, 
of course, impossible for the Bishop of Lqndon to 
perform any Episcopal duties in America, and so 
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there was no alternative for all those who desired to 
serve God in the ministry of His church, but to cross 
the broad Atlantic, and receive their commission from 
Apostolic hands in England. 

Afler having passed the requisite examinations, 
Mr. White was ordained a deacon. 

From the Apostles' days till now, there have always 
been three grades of ministers in the Clurch of Christ, 
viz. : Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. It was to the 
lowest of these offices that the young Phjladelphian 
was admitted at that time. As a deacon is only al- 
lowed to preach and baptize, and cannot administer 
the Lord's Supper, and perform other duties peculiar 
to a priest, he must either make another voyage to 
England to receive orders for this second step in the 
ministry, or remain where he was, until he had 
reached the age of twenty-four years, required bj 
the laws of the Church. Mr. White chose the lattei 
plan, — and happily for him, he had kindred in Eng 
land, with whom his time could be very pleasant!) 
spent. These were sisters of his father, — Mrs 
White and Mrs. Weeks, who welcomed their nephev 
as a son. Mr. White afterwards inherited from then 
a considerable estate. 
2* 
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CHAPTER III. 



80J0UBN IN XNOLAIYD — OXFORD — BISHOP LOWTH — BAORXD VUSIO 

DR. HORNS SAMUEL JOHNSON ''PRINOB OF ABTSSINIa" 

— OLEYIER QOLDSMITH — ORDAINXD PRIEST — RETURN HOME. 



The period of Mr. White's sojourn in England, 
was both pleasant and profitable to him. He had 
lodgings in London, but spent a considerable portion 
of time with his aunts at their residence in Twicken- 
ham, and also made several journeys to various parts 
of the kingdom. I cannot do my readers a greater 
kindness than to present them with a few selections 
from the journal which he kept during these rambles. 

OXFORD. 

" The most interesting of my excursions was to 
Oxford and Bath, in May, 1771. In each of them, 

my stay was between two and three weeks 

The morning after my arrival in Oxford, Mr. Carr 
took me to the house of the Rev. Mr. Swinton, the 
keeper of the archives of the university, to whom I 
carried a letter from Mr. Costard. We were told by 
a servant, that Mr. Swinton had gone to St Mary's, 
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the university church, to the visitation. My friend 
confessed that he had forgotten the occasion, and 
proposed our going to hear the Bishop^s charge. 
He was the celebrated Dr. Lowth. We entered the 
church soon afler he had begun, and was proceeding 
to a commendation of the character of Archbishop 
Seeker, who had died since the last charge, and who 
had preceded the speaker in his diocese. In the fol- 
lowing winter, I was present at the same Bishop's 
anniversary sermon before the Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel. And fifteen years aflerwards, I 
visited him under the decay of his great powers ; he 
being then Bishop of London. 

" Dining on a Sunday in Worcester College, I was 
asked by a young clergyman who sat near me, a Mr. 
Walker, whether I took pleasure in sacred music. 
On being answered in the affirmative, he proposed 
our going to the chapel of Magdalen College. We 
went, afler dinner, and the music was as delightful as 
can be imagined. 

" My attention being attracted to a divine, who, 
from his dress and from his stall, appeared to be the 
principal person in the chapel, I inquired his name, 
and was told that he was Dr. Home, the president 
of the college. This was the excellent man since 
Bishop of Norwich, and well known from his writ- 
ings. He was handsome, and of a good pres- 
ence,'' 
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I cannot withhold Mr. Whitens simple account of 
his acquaintance with the great giant of English Lite- 
rature, Dr. Samuel Johnson. 

** My introduction to him was a letter from the 
Rev. Jonathan Odell, formerly a missionary at Bur- 
lington. The doctor was very civil to me. I visited 
him occasionally ; and I know some who would be 
tempted to envy me the felicity of having found him, 
one morning, in the act of preparing his dictionary 
for a new edition. His harshness of manner never 
displayed itself to me, except in one instance; when 
he told me that had he been prime minister, during 
the then recent controversy, concerning the stamp act, 
he would have sent a ship of war, and levelled one 
of our principal cities with the ground. On the othei 
hand, I have heard from him sentiments expressive 
of a feeling heart, and convincing me, that he would 
not have done as he said. 

'* Having dined in company with him, in Kensington, 
at the house of Mr. Elphinstone, well known to 
scholars of that day, and returning in the stage coach 
with the doctor, I mentioned to him there being a 
Philadelphia edition of his ^' Prince of Abyssinia." 
He expressed a wish to see it. I promised to send 
him a copy on my return to Philadelphia, and did 
80. He returned a polite answer, which is printed 
in the second edition of Mr. Boswell's life of the 
doctor." 
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Let me intioduoe my readers to one morelitorary 
character, and we will then close Mr. Wliito*s 
joamaL 

OLIYEB GOLDSMITH. 

" We lodged, for some time, near to one another, 
in Brick Court, of the Temple. I had it intiinatod to 
him, by an acquaintance of both, that I wished for the 
pleasure of making him a visit. It ensued ; and in 
our conversation it took a turn which excited in mo 
a painful sensation, from the circumstance that a man 
of such a genius, should write for bread. 

"His 'Deserted Village' came under notice; and 
some remarks were made by us on the princijijis of 
it, the decay of the peasantry. lie said, that were 
he to write a pamphlet on the subject, he could jirovo 
the point incontrovertibly. On his being asked, why 
he did not set his mind to this, his answer was : Mt 
is not worth my while — a good poem will bririf^ ine 
one hundred guineas ; but the pamphlet would bring 
me nothing.' This was a short time before my . 
leaving England, and I saw the doctor no more." 

Mr. White had now been absent from home nearly 
two years, and it must have been a pleasant conclu- 
sion of this long space of weary waiting, when, in 
June, 1T72, he was ordained a priest by the Hishop 
of London. The young clergyman embarked at 
once, for his native Idnd, and reached Philadelphia 
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on the 13th of September. It was a joyful occasion 
for the re-union of friends, and the soldier of the 
cross, having now been authorized, in his Master's 
name, to labor in His vineyard, is fully preparr^ 
•^ter upon the work. 
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CHAPTER lY. 

WXLOOMS BOMS — AflSTSTANT MINISTER — MAERIAGE — RETOLU- 
nONART TROUBLES — PERPLEXITIES — STRAIGHTFORWARD HON- 
• XSTY — OATH OF ALLEGIANCE — PHILADELPHIA TAKEN. 

Although it is true, as a general rule, that ''a 
prophet" can look for more honor abroad than at 
home, still, in the case of Mr. White, boyhood and 
youth had been so blamelessly passed, that when he 
became a man, and appeared among the inhabitants 
of his native city as a minister of God, they were 
ready to welcome his coming, and listen with respect 
to his message. 

The month after his arrival at Philadelphia he was 
chosen Assistant Minister of Christ Church and St 
Peter's — those churches forming then one parish. 
The Rev. Dr. Peters was the Rector, and the Rev. 
Jacob Duche, Senior Assistant. 

The last-named gentleman is well known, as having 
offered up the first prayer in Congress, and he is re- 
presented in his surplice, with a large Prayer Book, 
in the beautiful and striking picture of that memor- 
able event. 

Mr. White's old friend, the Rev. Mr. Coombe, was 
elected assistant at the same time with himself. 
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In February, 1773, Mr. White married Mary Har- 
rison, an amiable and excellent lady, for whom he 
had cherished an attachment for several years. Her 
parents were English, her father having once been a 
sea-captain, but later in life he was an alderman, 
and mayor of Philadelphia. He was also a leading 
member of the vestry of Christ Church, when it was 
the only Episcopal Church in the city. " With this 
lady Mr. White lived in uninterrupted harmony until 
her death, on the 13th of December, 1797. He was 
not again married. He never ceased to deplore her 
loss, with the tenderest recollection of her merits."* 

The life of a parish minister has little variety of 
incident to record, and nothing occurred in the career 
of the subject of this memoir which it will be neces- 
sary to notice, until the approach of the Revolutionary 
War. The troubles between Great Britain and her 
colonies were becoming more and more serious, and 
the strangely infatuated policy of the mother country 
hastened the crisis. The position occupied by Mr. 
White was a peculiar and trying one. He was the 
son of an Englishman, and was bound to the land of 
his fathers by ties of affectionate relationship, and, 
above all, he was a minister of the Church of Eng- 
land in America. 

The issue of the revolutionary struggle was an 

* Dr. Wilson's Life of Bp. White, p 46. 
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'extremely doubtful one. Indeed, unless Providence 
should help the oppressed colonists, it seemed but 
too certain that England, with her well-trained sol- 
diers and abundance of the munitions of war, must 
finally prevail. 

But the young clei^yman allowed none of these 
considerations to have an undue influence with him. 
He was willing to be a loyal subject of the king, 
within the limits required by the constitution ; but, 
like every one who is not base-born and slavish in 
spirit, he could brook no oppressive wrongs. " It 
had been a matter of conscience with him to study 
not less his civic duty than his civic rights; and 
accordingly, when the political emergency arose, 
enhanced as it was to him by the added perplexity 
of ecclesiastical truth, he could see the path of his 
duty clear though enveloped with danger. His sen- 
timents were early publicly stated, and maintained 
with the confident composure of truth."* 

Happy was it for the cause of freedom in these 
States, that such men as Bishop White were found in 
the ranks of the struggling colonists, and that the 
voice of prayer ceased not to ascend to the throne 
of Him who ruleth among the armies of Heaven, 
and over the inhabitants of earth. Shortly after the 
Declaration of Independence, upon the 4th of July, 

♦ New York Ecrlew, toL v n. 418. 
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1776, Mr. White took the oath of allegiance to the 
United States, and ever remained faithful to it. On 
going to the court house for the purpose, a gentleman 
of his acquaintance standing by, intimated to him, by 
a significant gesture, the danger to which he would 
thus expose himself. Nothing daunted, however, he 
went forward, and gave in his adherence to the new 
government, and then observed to his prudent friend, 
" I perceived, by your gesture, that you thought I 
was exposing my neck to great danger by the step 
which I have taken. But I have not taken it without 
full deliberation. I know my danger, and that it is 
greater on account of my being a clergyman of the 
Church of England. But I trust in Providence. 
The cause is a just one, and I am persuaded will be 
protected." 

In September, 1777, Mr. White retired, with his 
femily, to the residence of his brother-in-law, in 
Harford county, Maryland. Meanwhile the British 
troops were advancing towards Philadelphia, which 
soon fell into their power. This was indeed a dismal 
period for those who hoped for the freedom of the 
colonies ; but there was One dwelling on high, who, 
by His overruling providence, finally crowned the 
efforts of an oppressed people with a glorious triumph. 
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CHAPTER V. 

■WAR — CHAPLAIN TO 0ONORE8S — DISMAL DATS — NEW INK- 
BTAND8 — PREYAILINa PBATSB — RETURN TO PUILaOELPIIIA — 
FORLORN HOPE. 

War was raging throughout the land, and while 
Washington, as a presiding genius, ruled in the camp, 
Mr. White's influence, as a minister of God, was felt 
in the deliberations of Congress, to which body ho had 
been appointed chaplain. 

Dr. Kemper, now the beloved diocesan of Wiscon- 
sin, was present on some occasions when Bishop 
White, in familiar conversation with his friends, 
related several circumstances connected with this 
appointment, which showed his firmness and decision 
of character in a strong light. 

Being on a journey through the country, he stopped 
at a small village for refreshment, when he was met by 
a courier from Yorktown, informing him that Con- 
gress had chosen him chaplain, and requesting his 
immediate attendance. 

At this time General Burgoyne was marching with 
a powerful army through the northern parts of New 
York, the whole country anticipating with dismay 
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the destruction which would follow his bloody foot- 
steps, and little dreaming of the laurels which would 
be won at Saratoga. Everything looked dreary and 
disheartening. 

Mr. White was not blind to the dangers which 
threatened, but after a brief consideration, instead of 
proceeding on his journey, he wheeled about, and 
malting all speed to Yorktown, entered at once upon 
the duties to which he had been appointed. 

Bigotry sometimes tries to excite opposition 
against the Episcopal Church, by speaking of it as 
unfriendly to republican institutions, and as having 
sided with England during the struggle for indepen- 
dence. A full answer to such false imputations may 
be found in the simple incident just related. Wash- 
ington, a communicant of the Episcopal Church, and 
an active vestryman in the parish where he lived, 
was the commander-in-chief of the American armies, 
and Mr. White, a devoted clergyman of the Episcopal 
Church, was one of the first chaplains to Congress. We 
may form some idea of the straits to which the fathers 
and founders of this great republic were reduced, by 
a few trifling incidents which Mr. White was ac- 
customed to relate. 

On one occasion, going into the chamber of Con- 
gress to perform his official dutios, he remarked to 
one of the members, " You have been treating your- 
selves, I perceive, to new inkstands." "Yes," he 
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answered, '^ and private credit had to be pledged for 
the payment." 

At another time, observing that the clerks had re- 
moved from the room which they usually occupied, 
he asked the cause, and was told that there was no 
wood to make a fire there, nor money to buy it. 

How wonderful that a nation so poor, should have 
been able to contend successfully against one so 
wealthy and powerful ! Surely the Lord fought for 
us, and with us, and put to flight the multitudes of 
the mighty ! From the disturbed and unsettled 
state of the country, Congress was removed from 
place to place, — ^but, with a few interruptions, and 
those only for a short time, Mr. White continued to 
be elected chaplain by that body, until the final 
transfer of the seat of government to the city of 
Washington, in 1801. . 

The British remained in possession of Philadelphia 
for a year, — and upon their evacuation of it in June, 
1778, Mr. White returned again to his duties. 

During the continuance of the Revolution, the afiairs 
of the Church had become well nigh desperate, and 
at the point of time to which this history has now 
been brought, he was the only Episcopal clergyman 
remaining within the limits of Pennsylvania. 

"In 1782 there appeared ground to hope for a 

eessation of hostilities between this and the mother 

country, although not at first connected with any 
3* 
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certain prospect of our independence being recog- 
nized. In this state of things, Dr. White,* rejoicing 
in the prospect of the opportunity thus hoped for, of 
turning public attention to the peaceful concerns of 
religion, threw out for the consideration of what had 
been the Church of England in America, in a small 
pamphlet, a plan of organization, the publishing of 
which has ever since been matter of much regret to 
many of the best friends of himself and his memory. 
The plan was, — ^besides sundry principles of practical 
detail, many of which were subsequently incorporated 
into the organization of the Church, — to dispense with 
Bishops, and have in their stead certain presbyters, 
chosen by clergy and laity, to act instead of Bishops 
in ordination and in government. The plan, however, 
was to include a declaration in favor of Episcopacy, 
and that the plan itself was only intended to be tem- 
porary, and to be superseded, when Bishops could be 
had, by a regular Episcopal organization."! 

Dr. White was led to make this proposal upon the 
supposition that the English church would never be 
willing to send Bishops to the rebellious colonies, 
even should their independence be secured ; but after- 
wards, when time showed that he ought to have had 
more faith in Him who has promised -to be always 

* The degree of D. D. wm conferred npon Mr. White, by the Univeiw 
lity of Pennsylyania, in 1782. 
t Ohorohm&n't Magaslne, yoL i, p. 196~[1854.] 
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with His Church,. — ^he immediately withdrew his 
pamphlet from circulation, and entered, with all his 
heart, into the wiser and better measures, for obtain- 
ing Bishops, called and ordained of God, as Aaron 
was. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



BECrOR OF OHRKT C3HURCH AND ST. PETER*8 — REVIVAL OF THE 

CnURCH DIFFICULTIES BISHOP 6EABURT — PROVIDENTIAL 

DIRECTIONS CONVENTIONS. 



During the continuance of the Revolutionary War, 
the Rev. Mr. Duche had returned to England, so 
that Dr. White was left in full charge of his parish, 
and was soon after chosen Rector of St. Peter's and 
Christ Church, a position which he continued to oc- 
cupy until his death. 

The exceeding delicacy and courtesy of Dr. White 
were manifested upon this occasion, as well as upon 
many others. 

In accepting the Rectorship thus offered him, he 
made this stipulation, that he should at once resign 
in Mr. Duche's favour, if that gentleman ever came 
back to this country. 

And now the great question came up in full force, 
and with all its perplexities about it, viz: whether 
the Apostolic Church of Christ, which, for years had 
been struggling for a foothold upon American soil, 
should recover again from the shock which it had 
sustained, or die a natural death, amidst the tri- 
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umphant rejoicings of rival sects. The clergymen 
ivho had been sent out from England, had nearly all 
died, or gone back to their old home, and the scat- 
tered congregations were disbanded, and completely 
discouraged. A few devoted spirits, however, held 
&st to the time-honoured banner, bearing for its 
motto: ^^ Evangelical truth, and Apostolical order, ^* 
and in spite of obloquy and furious opposition, re- 
solved to unite their energies in one vigorous and 
determined' effort for the revival of the Church. 

First and foremost among the loyal sons of our 
beloved Zion, were the Churchmen of Connecticut, 
who would rest content with no half-way measures, 
but trusted, that in the Providence of God, they 
would be able to obtain a regular succession of 
Bishops. They remembered the Saviour's promise 
that *' the gates of hell should never prevail against 
His Church;" and although the prospect seemed 
dark and gloomy, they still kept up good courage. 
In the pursuance of their plans, in 1783, Dr. Samuel 
Seabury, a godly and well-learned man, was chosen 
Bishop of Connecticut. He sailed for England with- 
out delay, in quest of consecration from the Mother 
Church. 

Had the English Church been free from the tram- 
mels of the state, it is probable that this reasonable 
application would have been gladly complied with. 
But, unfortunately, such was not the case, and afler 
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suffering discouragements which would have driven 
any ordinary man to utter despjiir. Dr. Seabury 
turned to Scotland, where a pure branch of the 
Church existed, unconstrained by those laws which 
were in force in England. He was accordingly con- 
secrated by the Scotch Bishops, at Aberdeen, No- 
vember 14th, 1784, thus securing for Connecticut the 
first fully organized Church in America. 

There can be no doubt that the consecration of 
Bishop Seabury smoothed the way for that of those 
who, afterwards, made application to the English 
Church, for the same high commission. 

Every thing relating to the first organization of 
our branch of the Church, seems, mOst plainly, to 
have been directed by a Higher Power. The men 
who were prominent actors at the time, were most 
peculiarly fitted for their work. 

Bishop Seabury was bold, and resolute, and de- 
termined, and Dr. White, mild and prudent, and 
conservative. 

The one acted constantly as a check upon the 
other; and the two, when their counsels were uni- 
ted, might be safely trusted with any question which 
could be brought before them. 

With all the zeal and energy which were exerted 
for the advancement of the noble cause, such were 
the difficulties which hindered its progress, that 




STEPS TOWARDS UNION. 35 

nearly a year passed by, after the election of Bishop 
Seabury, before any positive steps were taken for 
the organization of the Church south of Connecticut. 

The earliest measure leading to the union of 
Churchmen, was begun by Dr. White ; a meeting 
of delegates from three congregations of Philadel- 
phia, being held at his house, March 29th, 1784. 

Another and fuller meeting assembled, May 24th, 
of the same year, at which Dr. White presided. 
Delegates were in attendance from different parts of 
the state, and a Standing Committee was appointed 
to correspond and confer with members of the Church 
in other states, on the subject of an ecclesiastical 
union. A few days afterwards, several clergymen 
and laymen of New York, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, met at New Brunswick, N. J. ; when Dr. 
White agaia acted as chairman, and arrangements 
were made for a more general meeting in New York, 
in the following October. 

This meeting was accordingly held, delegates from 
eight different states taking part in its deliberations. 
It was not, however, until a still later Convention, 
which assembled at Philadelphia, September 27th, 
1785, that any very decided measures were agreed 
upon. A general Constitution of the Church was then 
adopted, subject to the ratification of the different 
states, an Address to the English Bishops prepared, 
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asking them to consecrate Bishops for the American 
Church, and a Prayer Book put forth for the sanction 
of the Church;, but this, under the form then prepared, 
was happily never adopted. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ANOTHER CX>NYEiniON THREE BISHOPS CHOSEN YOTAGE TO 

ENGLAND CONSECRATION PLEASING INCIDENT DIFFICUL- 
TIES AVOIDED — FIRST CONSECRATION IN AMERICA. 

Slowly, but surely, were the foundations laid, of 
that branch of the Church of God in this country, 
which was finally to take root, and fill the land. 

Another Convention, composed of delegates from 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, assembled 
at Philadelphia, in June, 1786, when a letter from 
the English Bishops was read, stating some difficulties 
in the way of their granting the request which had 
been made to them, to which communication the Con- 
vention prepared a suitable reply. Some changes 
were also made in the proposed Constitution. 

Finally, a Convention, (a General Convention, we 
ought, perhaps, to call it), met at Wilmington, Del- 
aware, October 10th, 1786, when it was reported 
that the Rev. Samuel Provoost, D. D., had been 
elected Bishop, by the Convention of New York ; the 
Rev. Wm. White, D. D., by Pennsylvania ; and the 
Ew. David Griffith, D. D., by Virginia. The proper 
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testimonials for each were signed in due form. The 
influence of Dr. White, like that of a master spirit, 
was felt throughout all the deliberations of this im- 
portant Convention, and the satisfactory and harmo- 
nious conclusion to which the various perplexing dis- 
cussions were brought, may be attributed, in no small 
degree, to him. 

Dr. Griflith, who had been chosen Bishop for Vir- 
ginia, was prevented by domestic and private reasons, 
from making a voyage to England, and accordingly 
declined the flattering appointment which had been 
conferred upon him. 

Dr. White embarked on the 2d of November, 
1786, accompanied by Dr. Provoost, and arrived at 
Falmouth on the 20th of the same month. Upon 
reaching London, they were introduced to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, by Mr. Adams, then our min- 
ister to England, who, though not a member of the 
Church, did all in his power to further its interests. 

Circumstances, over which the Archbishop had no 
control, occasioned some delay, but on the 4th of 
February, 1787, the consecration took place in Lam- 
beth Chapel, where such services are generally held. 
The service was performed by John Moore, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; William Markham, Arch- 
bishop of York ; Charles Moss, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells ; and John Hinchcliffe, Bishop of Peterborough. 

A little incident occurred, upon this interesting oo> 
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casioii, Avhich is su characteristic of Dr. White's 
kindliness of disposition, and the unchangeableness 
of his friendship, that I cannot resist the temptation 
of giving it in his own words. 

** The consecration was performed in the chapel of 
the palace of the Archbishop, in the presence of his 
&mily and his household, and very few others; 
among whom was my old friend, the Rev. Mr. Duche. 
I had asked the Archbishop's leave to introduce him, 
and it was a great satis&ction to me that he was 
there ; the recollection of the benefit which I had re- 
ceived from his instructions in early life, and a tender 
sense of the attentions he had shown me almost from 
my infancy, together with the impressions left by the 
harmony which had subsisted between us in the dis- 
charge of our joint pastoral duty in Philadelphia, 
being no improper accompaniments to the feelings 
suited to the present very interesting transaction of 
my life. I hope that I felt the weight of the occasion. 
May God bless the meditations and the recollections 
by which I had endeavored to prepare myself for 
it, and give them their due effect on my temper and 
conduct, in the new character in which I am to 
appear." * 

On the day after their consecration, the American 
Bishops left London for Falmouth, from whence they 
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sailed on the 17th, having been detained a week 
in the harbor by contrary winds. They reached 
New York on Easter Sunday, April 7th, — thus mak- 
ing three Bishops within the bounds of the Union. 

" May we not, in truth, say, without the charge of 
superstition, that it was a notable coincidence that 
thus brought to the American Chiu*ch the most pre- 
cious boon which man could give, at the very mo- 
ment of their being assembled in God's house, to 
thank Him for the greatest of His own heavenly 
gifts. It was in truth, as it were, a resurrection. 
Then, for the first time, stood forth the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in America vitally organized, an 
independent and integral portion of the Catholic 
Apostolic Church of Christ." * 

During the year 1789, two sessions of the General 
Convention were held, at the first of which a union 
was effected with Bishop Seabury and the Diocese of 
Connecticut. 

It is not to be understood from this language that 
any real difficulty had interrupted the harmony of 
the Church in the different states, but rather an ap^ 
prehension that such might be the case. The source 
of uneasiness was this. Although no one could doubt 
the validity of the consecration which Bishop Seabury 
had received from the Church in Scotland, still, the 
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English Bishops had requested that no Bishops should 
be consecrated in America, until three Bishops had 
received their consecration in England, that thus the 
succession in this country might be continued in the 
English line. Bishop White, while he was perfectly 
convinced that Bishop Seabury^s consecration was as 
valid as his ovm, felt bound in honour to see that the 
wishes of the English Bishops, in this particular, 
should be faithfully carried out. When, therefore, 
the Kev. Edward Bass was chosen Bishop of Mas- 
sachusetts and New Hampshire, he did not think it 
proper to proceed with his consecration, until Dr. 
Madison, who had been elected Bishop of Virginia, 
returned from England, clothed with Episcopal au- 
thority. 

The first consecration which took place in the 
United States was that of Dr. Claggett, as Bishop of 
Maryland, in 1792, on which occasion Bishop Pro- 
voost presided, assisted by Bishops Seabury, White, 
and Madison. 

And thus the English and Scotch successions 
were united in conveying the Episcopal authority in 
a line of Bishops, which, we have every reason to 
believe, will be acting as Chief Shepherds in this 
portion of the vineyard, when the Divine Head of 
the Church shall appear, at the final day, upon the 
throne of His glory. 
4* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE OHUBOH SSTABLT8HED BT GOD — 8T. PAUL IN BRITAIN — • 

ORIGIN OF THE PRAYER-BOOK — RLOW PROGRESS CARE OF 

ALL THE OHUROHES — THE CONSECRATION OF TWENTT-6IX 
BISHOPS. 

Although so much has been said of what Bishop 
White and other holy men were permitted to do to- 
wards reviving the Church in America, it must not 
for a moment be supposed that they made the Church. 
No one but God has power to do that. He who 
made the worlds made the Church also. 

The Church, in whose concerns Bishop White took 
such a lively interest, is built upon the foundation of 
Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner-stone. 

A branch of that ancient Church was planted in 
Britain in Apostolic days, and as we have good reason 
to believe, by St. Paul himself.* The Church in 
America, to which it is our privilege to belong, calls 
the Church in England her mother, because our Bish- 
ops were there empowered to fulfil the duties of their 
high and holy office. 



* Odenheimer on tbe " Origin of the Prayer Book,^ p. 64^ and p. 10Ol 
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Nor is this all. Not only did Bishop White never 
dream of trying to establish a new Churchy but he did 
not even help to compose a new Prayer Book, The 
Church of Christ, like the Jewish Church before it, had 
always used forms of prayer. Of course, I do not 
mean to say that the various branches of the Church, 
throughout the world, had worshipped God according 
to the same Prayer Book. The Church in each coun- 
try, although branches of the one true vine, had a 
right to arrange the forms of worship to suit their 
own peculiar condition : but all of the Prayer Books 
in the world were, in their main features, alike. Thus, 
the Prayer Book which has always been used in 
England is, for the most part, a translation of the 
older Prayer Books, which had come down to the 
Church from Apostolic days. And when, in the 
course of Divine Providence, the United States be- 
came a free and independent nation. Bishop White, 
and Bishop Seabury, and other good and learned 
men, took the English Prayer Book, and by making 
a few alterations in it, here and there, adapted it for 
use in this country. It was no easy task, but so skil- 
fully was it executed, that it is generally conceded 
that the American Prayer Book is more like the 
ancient Prayer Books, and better and purer, than any 
Prayer Book now in use upon the globe. 

We have brought down the thread of our history 
to 1792. Ten years had passed since the dose of 
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the Revolutionary War, but still the Episcopal CSiurch 
had scarcely begun to recover from the effects of past 
misfortunes. She could indeed point to Washington, 
and Jay, and Morris, and Madison, and Marshall, 
among her members, as evidence that the Episcopal 
government harmonized most perfectly with the free 
institutions of the land ; but still, the old leaven of 
opposition remained. The children of those who had 
broken down the "carved work" of the sanctuary, 
*' with axes and hammers," and who had seized, with 
unprincipled greediness, upon her glebes, and other 
temporal possessions, had grown up in the faith, and 
been warped by the prejudices, of their fathers.* 

The only way to overcome such systematic and 
powerful opposition, was to live it down, — ^and the 
spotless character of such a man as Bishop White, 
was indeed a standing testimony in favor of the 
claims of the Church, which no reasonable person can 
gainsay. 

The number of clergymen increased very slowly, 
because few wished to enter a profession which would 
require so many sacrifices at their hands. In Bishop 
White's own Diocese, the supply fell so far short of 
the demand, that even the old parishes, existing be- 
fore the Revolution, could not all secure the regular 

* I need only refer my readers to Bishop Meade's interesfcing articles 
upon the condition of the Church in Virginia, at the close of the Revo- 
latioB. 
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services of ministers. The dergy did their best to 
keep them alive by oocasionally officiating in cAch, — 
but this was the most that they could bopo to accom- 
plish. 

Besides the care of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
Bishop White still continued to act a prominent part 
in the affiurs of the Qiurch throughout the Union ; and 
his interest in her welfare may be seen in the fact 
that he attended every General Convention, without 
exception, which was held, from tho first organization 
of the C3imx^ in the United States, until the time of 
his death. He also officiated at the consecration of 
twenty-six Bishops, — the whole number raised to the 
Episcopate from 1795, when the Rev. Robert Smith, 
D. D., was made Bishop of South Carolina, until the 
consecration of Bishop McCoskry, of Michigan, in 
1836. 

It is impossible to study the character of Bishop 
White, or to contemplate the good which he effected 
for the cause of true religion, by his mild and pru- 
dent measures, without being reminded of an Apostle 
of the Church in early times, — " the disciple whom 
Jesus loved," — ^the gentle, and heavenly minded St. 
John. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

BISHOP WHITE AS A PARISH MINISTEB — TELLOW FEVER — FAITH- 

FULNESS IN DANGER ABUNDANT LABORS IN OLD AGE 

STANDING AS A PREACHER ANECDOTE RAPID UTTERANCE 

AND SLOW. 

It must be borne in mind that while Bishop White 
was thus constantly occupied with matters pertaining 
to his Episcopal office, he was, at the same time, 
rector of two large city congregations, whose inter- 
ests he never neglected. His eventful life would be 
most imperfectly sketched, even in outline, unless we 
occasionally refer to his duties as parish minister, as 
well as those of Bishop of the Diocese. 

In the summer and autumn of 1793, Philadelphia 
was visited by the yellow fever, — a most dangerous 
disorder, and one which, at that time, proved to be 
unusually fatal. So long a period had elapsed since 
that form of pestilence had visited the city, that its 
coming took the inhabitants by surprise, and occa- 
sioned serious alarm. Most persons, who could pos- 
sibly do so, fled for their lives. 

Bishop White, notwithstanding the remonstrances 
of his friends, determined to stand at his post, and do 
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all in his power for the comfort and consolation of 
the sick and dying. It was represented to him hy 
many, that his life was too important to the Church, 
to be exposed to such hazard ; but the good Bishop 
felt safe in the hands of God, and prepared to risk all 
for the cause of Christ. His family was removed to 
the country, a few miles from the city, and he occa- 
sionally rode out to see them ; but during the whole 
of that awful period, he continued to occupy his own 
house, with one or two attendants. " It was not then 
known, — ^as experience afterwards proved," — (says 
his old friend. Dr. Wilson,) — " that the pure atmos- 
phere of the country prevented the danger of con- 
tracting the disease by communication with the in- 
fected. He therefore only saw and conversed with 
his family for a short time in the open air, approach- 
ing no nearer than was necessary with a distinct 
voice to carry on the conversation. I recollect once 
meeting him at the place where they resided, and 
finding their intercourse thus conducted, though not 
with so much caution as they said it had previously 
been, the disease having then greatly abated, as it 
was at the end of October. Under these trying and 
alarming circumstances, he constantly and faithfully 
visited the sick, and performed every suitable reli- 
gious office, unappalled by the danger, or by the 
painful and revolting scenes to which he was a wit- 
ness. His coachman, who had from choice remained 
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with him, was seized with the fever, and died in his 
house. But through the whole season, he was him- 
self providentially preserved from sickness. Thus, 
notwithstanding his high station and importance in 
the Church, and the plausible reasons which might be 
thought to justify his retirement from active official 
performances, exposing him to so great hazard, he 
manifested his conscientious and persevering devotion 
to duty ; — the firmness and constancy of his mind ; — 
and his self-denial, in relinquishing his own comfort 
and security in compliance with higher claims." 

For several succeeding years, the same dreadful 
pestilence continued to visit Philadelphia, — ^but at no 
time was Bishop White found forgetful of his duty. 
And even at a much later period of life, when the 
infirmities of eighty and five years might justly have 
been regarded as releasing him from the more toil- 
some part of his labors, he was seen, day afler day, 
administering the consolations of religion in cholera 
hospitals, and at the bedside of the dying. 

I would not have it supposed that the example of 
Bishop White, in this respect, is an uncommon one 
among the ranks of our clergy. The Roman Church, 
indeed, boasts loudly, that in times of peril, her 
ministers are alone faithful unto death; — but too 
many holy men among Protestants have fallen vic- 
tims to the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 
and to the sickness that destroyeth at noon-day, to 
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give us mudi trouble in answering such undeserred 
reproaches. 

The case of Bishop White has been referred to, 
simply because it came in the regular course of the 
narrative, and because it is no everj-day occurrence 
to find a Bishop thus performing the duties of the 
humblest deacon, besides attending to the higher 
functions of his office. 

While speaking of Bishop White in his character 
as a parish minister, it seems a fitting occasion to 
refer to his manner of preaching. This was calm, 
serious, and dignified,— and his sermons were always 
full of judicious and solid instruction ; — ^but he could 
never be ranked among the popular class, known as 
pulpit orators. The great defect in his delivery was 
rapidity of enunciation, which he found it almost im- 
possible to correct. 

An amusing instance of his skill and caution in 
giving advice to others is told in connection with this 
fault. 

Bishop Jarvis, of Connecticut, it seems, was quite 
as remarkable for his slow and tedious delivery, as 
Bishop White was for his rapid enunciation. Having 
repeatedly begged Bishop White to point out any 
defects in his reading, the latter availed himself of a 
£ivorable opportunity, while Bishop Jarvis was a 
guest at his house. The visiting clergyman had been 
invited to perform femily worship, and afterwards, 
5 
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when they were left alone together, Bish<^p White 
good-humoredly spoke of the criticisms which were 
often made' upon their respective modes of reading, 
and added, " I have been thinking, that if we could 
be mixed up together, we might be made two very 
clever fellows in this respect !" 
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CHAPTER I. 

FBESIDINO BISHOP — BISHOFS ALL KQUAL DT BANK — SDIILAItnT 
BKTWKKN THK GKNEKAL OONYBNTIOII, AND THK 00NGEBS8 OF THX 

UNITKD STATES A DILEMMA DOMBSTIO TRIALS AND ATFUO- 

TI0N8. 

Afteb this brief episode, relating to the more pri- 
vate duties of Bishop White's ministerial career, we 
must retrace our steps, and follow him again, in the 
performance of his higher duties. 

At the third General Ckmvention, which assembled 
in 1795, Bishop White presided in the House of 
Bishops, this being the first occasion on which he oc- 
cupied this position. 

This great council of the Church usually meets once 
in three years, and is composed of two distinct 
houses, like the (Congress of the United States. The 
upper house, called the House of Bishops, corresponds 
to the Senate, and the lower house, composed of cler- 
ical and lay delegates, corresponds to the House of 
Bepresentatives. No law can be made without the 
agreement of both houses, and thus one house serves 
constantly as a check and safe-guard upon the other. 
Each house has its own presiding officer ; some old 

I 
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and experienced clergyman being chosen president 
of the lower house, and the Bishop who has been 
longest in office, acting as president of the House of 
Bishops. This was the office which Bishop White 
began, in 1795, to fill, and the duties of which he 
continued to discharge, without interruption, until his 
death in 1836. 

I have been thus particular in explaining the na- 
ture of this office, lest when a Bishop is spoken of as 
" the Presiding Bishop^'* it might be erroneously sup- 
posed that there was a real distinction among Bishops, 
and that one was higher in rank than another. 
Bishops all hold the same office, and it is only the 
Pope of Rome, who has trampled upon the rights of 
his equals, and contrary to Scripture and the prac- 
tice of the church from the beginning, is lording it 
over God's heritage. 

When the General (Convention met in 1808, there 
were only six Bishops of our Church in the whole 
union. Bishop White states in his ^' Memoirs," that 
he had reason to fear, that on account of sickness and 
other causes, none but himself would be present at 
the (Convention, and consequently, the question might 
be raised, " Whether a single Bishop can constitute a 
House?" He was clearly of the opinion that such 
was the case, and was prepared to advocate the affirm- 
ative; but fortunately, Bishop Gaggett of Mary- 



I 



DOMESTIC AFFLICTIONS. 53 

land, arrived, and relieved him from this painful 
embarrassment. 

Now that the Church has grown to be so large, in 
the United States, (the upper house of the General 
Convention, consisting of more than thirty Bishops), 
it is encouraging to look back, and see from what 
small and discouraging beginnings, God, of His good- 
ness, has caused His Kingdom to arise. 

Early in the year 1797, Bishop White met with a 
severe affliction, in the loss of his son William, who 
died in the thirteenth year of his age. Another of 
his children, a daughter, Ann, had some years before 
been taken frpm him at an early age. The loss of 
the son was the more deeply felt, because he had 
from his infancy been a great favorite in the family, 
and gave promise, so far as his youth would allow a 
judgment to be formed, of being like in character to 
his father. 

Misfortunes seldom come single handed, and one 
is very oflen the forerunner of another, and perhaps, 
a greater. The year closed with the more trying 
bereavement occasioned by the death of his wife, 
whose health, for a long time, had been infirm and 
precarious. 

The good Bishop, although thus severely afflicted, 

bore up with Christian fortitude, and endeavored to 

be more diligent and active than ever. In a sermon 

preached on the last Sunday in the year, he affect- 

5* 
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ingly availed himself of these painful incidents, and 
of the decreasing comforts of his earthly lot, to im- 
press on the minds of his flock, the duty of being 
taught so to number their days, that they might ap- 
ply their hearts unto wisdoni, even the wisdom which 
would make their calling and election sure. 
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CHAPTEK XI. 

A nation's TXAB8 — WASHDf OTON A OCMMVmOAin OT m flPIMWrilr 
OHUBCH — AjrVlCCrilK} Df CIDKITT — norKTOUDICS TO TRS FOOft 
— WA8HIN0T0N AT OHUBOH. 

A SHADOW of deepest gloom was cast orer the na- 
tion, in December, 1799, bj the sodden death of 
Washington. His histoiy, in some respects, is so 
interwoven with that of Bishop White, that I shall 
not be going beyond mj proper limits, if I record 
some interesting incidents concerning him. 

Soon after the lamented decease of the ** Father of 
his country," (Congress appointed the 20th of January, 
1800, for the delivery of an oration in honor of his 
virtues and patriotism, upon which occasion. Bishop 
White offidated as chaplain. The form of prayer 
which was used may be found in the Appendix to 
his Memoir by Dr. Wilson, p. 951. 

It seemed peculiarly appropriate, that the good 
Bishop who had been Washington's diaplain in the 
camp, when the tocsin of war first sounded through 
the land, should conduct the fimeral servioea, in mem- 
ory of the distinguished deceased. Although, at 
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this late day, some are found to question it, there is 
abundant evidence to prove that Washington was a 
devoted member of the Episcopal Church. The old, 
timeworn, family Bible, still contains the record of 
his baptism into the fold of Christ.* 

The interesting volume, by the Rev. E. C. McGuire, 
entitled, " The Meligioits Opinions and Character of 
WaahivigUmy^ gives a very satisfactory view of the 
matter. 

Bishop Meade, who is as well acquainted as a man 
can possibly be, with all questions of the sort,- re- 
marks, in one of his Addresses, that '' General Wash- 
ington was in early life not only an active vestry- 
man of the Church, but a communicant, and a liberal 
contributor to the same." During the confusion and 
excitement of the war, not feeling his mind to be al 
ways in .a proper frame for so holy an ordinance, he 
communed but seldom. 

I have known, from my boyhood, a venerable mem- 
ber of the Church, who has herself communed at the 
same time with Washington; and Dr. Chapman 
states, in a volume of his sermons, that a friend of 
his, " a worthy communicant, saw him partake of the 
consecrated symbols of the body and blood of Christ, 
in Trinity Church, New York, soon after the dose of 
the Bevolutionary War." 



^ Kew-York BtTtow, ToL L, p. SStt. 
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If more explicit proof be wanting, as to his being a 
communicant of the Episcopal Church, it may be 
, found in the Appendix to Sparks's " Life of Washing- 
ton," (pp. 523-4), where we have Washington's own 
words stating the fact, plainly and unequivocally. 

I do not record these things because I consider it 
any matter at all, so £u: as the Qiurch is concerned, 
whether great men belong to it or not She can be 
flattered in no such way. 

The Church has not changed one whit in doctrine, 
since the day when ^ not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble were called."* It 
is however, certainly a ^t of some interest, that all 
the leading minds of the nation, from the very first, 
have been Churchmen, and it is in this connection 
alone, that I have taken pains to establish the truth 
that Washington was a member of the Episcopal 
Church. 

There is deep pathos in a little incident related by 
Bishop White, and I prefer to give it in his own 
simple and unaflected words. " On the day before 
General Washington's leaving of the Presidential 
chair, a large company dined with him. During the 
dinner, much hilarity prevailed ; but on the removal 
of the cloth, it was put an end to by the President, 
entirely without design. Having filled his glass, he 

• 1 Cor. L se. 
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addressed the company, with a smile on his coun- 
tenance, as nearly as can be recollected in the fol- 
lowing terms : ' Ladies and gentlemen, this is the 
last time I shall drink your health as a public man ; 
I do it with sincerity, and wishing you all possible 
happiness.' There was an end of all pleasantry. 
He who gives this relation, accidentally directed his 
eyes to the lady of the British minister, (Mrs. Liston) 
and tears were running down her cheeks." 

We have a pleasing evidence of the benevolence 
of Washington's disposition, and of the purity of his 
motives in bestowing charity, in a very kind letter 
addressed to Bishop White, in December, 1793, en- 
closing two hundred and fifty dollars, (a " small pit- 
tance," as he modestly calls it), to be distributed, 
according to the Bishop's judgment, among the desti- 
tute widows, and children of Philadelphia. " I have 
no desire," he says, " that my name should be men- 
tioned. If so small a sum can effect any good pur- 
pose, my object will be answered, and all my wishes 
respecting it, gratified." * 

A few years ago, some interesting reminiscences 
of Washington were furnished for "Arthur's Home 
Gazette," by Arthur J. Stansbury, Esq., with which 
I shall close this chapter. He says, " My parents, 
who were Episcopalians, had a front pew in the gal- 



Bishop White's Memoir, by I>r. Wilson, p. 198-9. 
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lery of Christ Church, Philadelphia, and, from that 
&vorite post of observation, I noticed in the middle 
aisle a pew lined with crimson velvet, fringed with 
gold, into which I saw a highly dignified gentleman 
enter, accompanied by two others younger than him- 
self, and most respectful in their deportment towards 
him, who, as I have since learned, were members of 
his military family. The deportment of Washington 
was reverent and attentive ; his eyes, when not on 
the Prayer Book, were on the officiating clergyman, 
(Bishop White was the Rector), and no listless or 
irreverent worshipper could plead Washington's ex- 
ample. He could not always be present in the 
church at Philadelphia in the aflemoon, being pre^tsed 
by the exigency of public afiairs, which, in the mind 
of Washington, were ever held to be matters of ne- 
cessity. Hence, he gave orders, that in case certain 
important despatches were received during his at- 
tendance at church, they should be brought to him 
there ; and I have seen them delivered into his hands. 
He opened them immediately, and deliberately and 
attentively read them through ; then laying them on 
the seat by his side, he resumed his Prayer Book, and 
apparently gave his mind to the solemnities of the 
place and the hour." 
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CHAPTER III. 

ITKWOHUBCHVS — KXTRKMES MEET — BIBHOP HOBART*8 OONSAmA- 
TION — DQAFPOINTBD HOPES — KABLT MXBSIONART BOdETT — 
THE WEST. 

The congregations under Bishop White's parochial 
charge had grown so large, that it became necessary, 
to erect a new church for their accommodation. The 
subject was seriously talked of, in 1806, and on the 
1st of May, 1809, the building having been com- 
pleted, was consecrated by the name of St. James's 
Church. This new congregation was united with 
Christ Church and St. Peters', under one parochial 
organization, the Bishop being Bector of all. St. 
James's was the first Episcopal Church erected within 
the limits of Philadelphia afler the Revolution ; but 
before Bishop White's death, he had the satisfaction 
of seeing eight more spring up there. The at- 
mosphere of " the city of brotherly love," seems to 
have been peculiarly favorable for the growth of 
Church principles; and the rapid increase in the 
number of our congregations during the last ten 
years, has been really astonishing. Many _of those 
who have found a home in the bosom of our Church, 
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are of Quaker destsBA^ 8&b» ^<oaD^ to ertalUililffti tlie 
tmth of the eld aajiii^ tkai exSrefnea cifi«ii m«dL 

Peisonay who hare hen hred ap in oppGMtinMi to 
fufrms^ at hut leaort to the voe of forms, as *m m/r-^ 
gwaard^ aa Henrj Oaj ooee expreaaed it, "^mpmrnst 
ike dampers cfformmhiyl* 

In Maj, 1811, Bidiop White had the aatu^MtioQ 
of presidiDg at the oonseenlioD of his jouthfuJ frj<«d 
and lurother in QirisI, John Heorj Hohait^ «ho had 
been elected, most opportnnelr lor the good of the 
Church, aa Anaitfant Bidiop of the Diooe»e of New 
York. 

Aa one who had been baptized, confirmed, and or- 
dained bj him, the occaaion oould not £ul to be one 
of deep and absorbing interest. With all a fioher^a 
fondness and afifection, he thoa expressed himself in 
the Sermon preached at the Gmsecration. ^ 1 shall 
have peculiar sati s facti o n in the consecration of a 
brother known in Ids in&ncj, in his boyhood, in his 
yooth, and in his past labors in the ministry. There 
are not likely to be any within these walls who hare 
had such ample opportunities of judging of the 
leverend person now referred to, as to real character 
and disposition. And his ordainer can with truth 
dedare, that he shall discharge the duty on which he 
is soon to enter, with the most, sanguine prospects as 
to the issue. Perhaps what is now announced maj 

not be altogether without a reference to sel^ 
6 
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it is trusted, not operating in a faulty line. For 
whether it be the infirmity of age, advance of years, 
or, as it is rather hoped, an interest in the future pros- 
perity of the Church, there is cherished a satisfaction 
in the recollection of counsels formerly given to one 
who is in future to be a colleague ; who may, in the 
common course of affairs, be expected to survive; 
and through whom, there may accordingly be hoped 
to be some small measure of usefulness when he who 
gave these counsels shall be no more." 

Alas ! for human hopes, and human expectations. 
Bishop Hobart lived long enough, indeed, to realize 
the fondest anticipations of his most devoted friends, 
and has lefl a name and a memory to the Church) 
which will never die j but, contrary to all human cal- 
culations, the younger brother was suddenly cut 
down, while the aged patriarch who had thus touch- 
ingly spoken of his interest in his welfare, and his 
confidence in the success of his labors, was spared 
*' to guide and bless a second and a third generation 
of his spiritual children, and to muse over the inscru- 
table ways of Providence, in leaving so long the aged 
stock, while its own vigorous saplings, one after an- 
other, are refl away." 

I referred, in the opening of the chapter, to the en- 
couraging growth of the Church in Philadelphia. Up 
to the year 1812, its progress, in other, parts of the 
Diocese, had been extremely slow. Then, however^ 
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a society was formed, "for the Advancement of 
Christianity in Pennsylvania," the Bishop being its 
president, which, by sending out, and supporting 
missionaries in destitute places, has been the means 
of great and incalculable good. Many churches, now 
flourishing, owe their existence to its fostering care. 
The number of clergymen and congregations con- 
tinued to increase, and at the Convention next before 
Bishop White's death, there were eighty-six clergy- 
men in the Diocese, and ninety-one congregations, a 
marvellous change, indeed, since that disheartening 
time, when he was the only minister whom the 
Church could boast of in the whole State ! 

But Bishop White's attention was by no means 
confined to his own Diocese. He employed every 
means in his power for extending the benefits of the 
Church to the western states and territories of our 
Union, 

The first measures taken for the establishment of 
the Church in Ohio, were commenced by him, and a 
few other clergymen in Philadelphia. A missionary 
' was sent out to explore various parts of Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, whose reports enabled the 
brethren at the east, to direct their operations to ad- 
vantage. 

Thousands and thousands have experienced the 
benefit of those early efforts in the cause of Domestic 
Missions. 
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When, Lord, to this our western land, 
Led by tbj providentiAl hand, 

Oar wandering fathers came, 
Their ancient homee, their friends in youth, 
Bent forth the heralds of thy truth. 

To keep them in thy Name. 

Then, through oar solitary coast, 
The desert features soon were lost ; 

Thy temples there arose : 
Oar shores, as caltare made them fliir, 
Wore hallowed by thy rites, by prayer, 

And blossomM as the rose. 

And O, may we repay this debt, 
To regions solitary yet. 

Within oar spreading land ; 
There, brethren, from oar common home^ 
Still westward, like oar Iktbers, roam. 

Still guided by thy hand. 

ffymn 106^ Proffer Book, 
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Ths first aasociatkios iar rdificna ckjcds, were 
formed, as we hare seen, bj tbe Omrdb io psrt5<;iilar 
Dioceses. Afterwards, as tbe borders of our Zkn 
became enlarged, more eztensiFe plans of <^>erttioa 
were agreed upon, and final! j, the whole Amoicaa 
Qiurdi, as a bod j, became one great Missioiiarj So- 
ciety, for the sprend of the Gospd. at home and 
abroad. 

In all the measures and consultations fi>r the ac- 
complishment of these important results, Bishop 
White took an active and zealous part 

At the General Convention of 1814, a motion was 
made by the delegates fi-om South Carolina, for the 
establishment of a Hieological Seminary, where our 
young men could be conveniently and carefully 
trained for the sacred ministry. It would require 
more space than I am able to spare, to mention, in 
detail, the. various suggestions which were offered, 
and the experiments tried, before the full organiiation 
6* 
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of our General Theological Seminary was completed, 
and its final location in the city of New York. On 
the question of the expediency of establishing a 
General Seminary, Bishop White differed from most 
of his brethren. 

His choice was, that each Diocese desirous of 
having such an institution, and able to support one, 
should have a Theological School of its own. Not- 
withstanding that preference, however, when it ap- 
peared to be the wish of a majority that a General 
Theological Seminary should be founded, he gave it 
his cordial support; under the impression that it 
ought to have a full and fair trial. 

Time has shown that the judgment of Bishop 
White was well founded. Who, in these days, that 
wishes well to the prosperity of the Church, can re- 
gret, that the schools of the prophets at Alexandria, 
and Middletown, and Gambler, and Jubilee, and Na- 
shotiih, are all in successful operation, educating 
those for the service of the sanctuary, who might 
otherwise be lost to the Church, and working to- 
gether with the General Seminary, at New York, in 
supplying the great and increasing demand for 
clergymen 1 

In 1824 we find the good Bishop uniting, with the 
rest of his countrymen, in welcoming him to our 
shores^ who had stood by Washington in the thickest 
of the contest for freedom, and whose name no true. 
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hearted American can ever fbi^et, the generous and 
noble Lafayette. The whole nation, animated bj 
becoming gratitude, rose up, with one consent, to do 
honor to the nation's guest. 

The recollection of their intercourse during the 
Revolutionary War, and the Bishop's connection with 
many public bodies which testified their respect to 
the French General by calls and addresses, brought 
them frequently together, and this reunion of former 
friendship, was gratifying to both alike. 

In a letter to Bishop Hobart, then travelling for 
his health in Europe, Bishop White gives the follow- 
ing statement, very honorable to the distinguished 
Lafayette. ^ There will doubtless appear in the En- 
glish papers the accounts of the reception of Gen- 
eral Lafayette. On no occasion whatever have I 
witnessed an enthusiasm so universally extended. 
My relations to many religious, literary, and charita- 
ble institutions, and, added to them, a degree of ac- 
quaintance with him nearly half a century ago, have 
thrown me in l^e way of seeing much of him during 
his late visit to our city; and I must do him the 
justice to testify, that he sustained the honors 
showered on him, with singular moderation and 
modesty." 

The actors of that day, have now nearly all passed 
off the stage ; but may we not reasonably suppose 
that the friendly relations which existed between 
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WashingtoD, and White, and Lafayette, on earth, 
have been renewed and brightened, amidst the pure 
delights of Paradise ! 

Notwithstanding the Bishop's advanced age, being 
in his seventy-seventh year, he undertook a long jour- 
ney, in October, 1824, to visit the parishes in the 
western parts of Pennsylvania. Several churches 
were awaiting consecration, and a number of persons 
were anxious to be confirmed. Having performed 
Episcopal services in Lewiston, he had left the place, 
and proceeded a few miles on his journey, when the 
horse took fright and ran away. The Bishop was 
thrown out, and fractured his right wrist, and se- 
verely lacerated his face. Every attention was 
shown him, and in the fifteenth day af\;er the &1], he 
reached his home, and in the course of a month, 
again appeared in the pulpit The ease and speed 
with which he recovered, astonished his attending 
physicians, who thought it showed an uncommon 
vigor of constitution for one so advanced in years. 
The last of May, following, he once more set out on 
a journey to the western counties of his Diocese ; and 
extended it, at the request of Bishop Meade, as far 
as Wheeling, Virginia, punctually fulfilling all his 
engagements. There were no railroads, then, to 
bring distant places near to each other, and to lessen 
the fatigues of travelling ; and it is certainly worthy 
of repord, that after eight hundred miles of jolting 
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^^ y^E^^ Jibont^ tike veDenible pdUruz>di retomed 
in health aod sa^j, eaiij in Jaly. 

Again in the autumn of 18dS, he went £jrth into 
the north-eastern omnties of the State, and again, the 
watchful care of our HeaTenl j Father kept him safe 
from harm. 

The first Pioxxee Bishop to the Genlale world has 
well described the cares and trials of erenr fkithful 
Bishc^ of the Cfaarbkybe Ids lot cant in whalerer age, 
or ooimtzy it ms^ : '^ I^ jvmrmefim^ iifttm^ in periU 
9f wmtertj in perilg in At eity^ in paiJg t» tUt wiUer- 
men; in wmnntu and jminfmlmen, in wmkAin^$ 
tfien^ in kumper and tkirgt, in faai&mft <flem^ i* tM, 
and nmkedmem; iaida Aate tkist^ tkmi mrt wULumi^ 
Aai wkidk comeA mpo* mte daUf^ tke aart <f iUl Utt 
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CHAPTER XIY. 

DIOCESAN TROUBLES — AN OCTOGENARIAN — ELECTION OF AN AS- 
SISTANT BISHOP PARTIES IN THE CHURCH. 

Until a very late period of his life, Bishop White 
met with few painful incidents in the government of 
his Diocese. But the earthly lot of no one can be 
altogether free from vexations and cares, and, there- 
fore, we are not surprised to find, that his case was 
not an exception to the general rule. The character 
of the good Bishop was of such unsullied purity, and 
his devotion to the best interests of the Church, so 
manifest, that no person had shown the least desire 
to oppose his wishes, or had expressed any dissatis- 
faction with his official conduct. In later years, how- 
ever, the evils of party strife disturbed the peace of 
the Church in Pennsylvania, to a lamentable extent, 
causing him much unhappiness and concern. Indeed, 
he always looked back upon those troublous times, 
as the most wretched period of his life. On a cer- 
tain occasion, when paying a visit of sympathy and 
condolence to a lady, with whose family he had long 
been on intimate terms, in the course of conversation, 
she inquired his age. He answered with much ani- 
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mation, — ^ I now claim to be an octogenarian, as I 
entered my eightieth year last April." "You are 
no doubt ready," continued the lady, '' to say with 
the patriarch, few and evil haye been the days of 
your pilgrimage." " I am not prepared to say any 
such thing," was his prompt reply ; " for although I 
have suffered bereavements, this is the common lot ; 
and if one day was marked by affliction, another was 
filled with blessings. My severest trials have been 
of late years ;" and then, in his usual mild way, he 
alluded to the difficulties in the Diocese. 

At one period, these troubles assumed such a 
threatening aspect, that the Bishop had little hope 
that they would die out during his time, and, there- 
fore, he prepared a fiill account of the origin and 
progress of them, but, with characteristic forbearance, 
the parcel containing the documents on this subject 
was thus endorsed. "In the case of my decease, 
it is my wish that no use be made of the within, 
unless needful for the repelling of any attack on my 
reputation, or to meet any tendency to the disor- 
ganizing of the Church, originating in the transactions 
recorded." 

These dark days for the Church were principally 
in the years 1826 and 1827. But, blessed be God, 
these times have passed, and the biographer, although 
obliged, in faithfulness to his trust, to record events 
as they actually happened, whether prosperous or 
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adverse, feels no disposition to dig up the troubles 
of the past from the quiet grave, and needlessly in- 
trude them upon the attention of those now enjoy- 
ing the blessings of peace. Suffice it to say, that as 
the winding up of so many things which all good 
men must heartily deplore, an Assistant Bishop was 
elected for the Diocese, in the person of the Rev. 
Henry U. Onderdonk, then Rector of St. Ann's 
Church, Brooklyn, L. I., who was consecrated on the 
25th of October, 1827. 

Various attempts have been made, at different 
times, to bring the weight of Bishop White's honored 
name, to bear in the scale of different parties in the 
Church ; but in no sense can it with truth be said, 
that he was a party man at all. As our great 
Washington in the State, loomed far above the petty 
distinctions which made up party strife, so Bishop 
White knew no party, but loved the whole Church 
as one. The epithets. High and Low Church, which 
are now so often used, to distinguish conflicting 
shades of opinion in the Church, are of English 
origin, and grew out of political relations in the 
mother country, and there they should be left.* 



* " So thoroughly versed was Bishop White's mind in the history, both 
eivil and ecclesiastical, of England, that he was disposed to recognize 
the temiB '* High and Low Church" chiefly in their original and hiato- 
rioal signiflcancy, as they came into nse daring the Stuart dynasty ; and 
Bot to accede to the adoption of their modem sense.''— ^<no York 
Seftiew, YoL T., p. 484. 




Persons caler ike iiAi «f dnsi £!«ei t»w«» 
moliTes^ «id, of ciMnc^ tkey R^vrd t&ifr f<c«5iraiis 
and daiins of tike Ckardk from ^&ff«Bl |x?«ils oC 
Tiew. Some aie iarm Ck^K^kmtm. «ed kyf« lk» 
Charch from assocbdoii and kaiKt. Oik»Ss w^aunr of 
excitement, and irreguIantMS i^sewkefe; kftTe taken 
refuge in tke Ark, as a safe and quiet kome. A tkird 
class, are attracted bj tke beantr of tke serrke^ and 
the order and prx^melj iHiidi distinguiskes ev^rr 
part of our public wor^p. Otbez^ again, becomo 
Churchmen from prindple. They have car^luHy 
examined the whole subje<^ studying the Scriptures 
and ancient authors, and Church history, and other 
aids for the settlement of so important u question ; 
and the result has been, that they have settled down 
into the most assured conviction, that the Episcopal 
Church is a true branch of the Church which Christ 
established in the beginning; the Kingdom whoso 
welfare He has promised to look after, even unto the 
end of the world. Now all of these classes may find 
ample rooro^ and abundant pasture, in the ono groat 
sheep-fold. Differences of opinion may exist now, 
as they have always, we believe, existed in the 
Church : so long as the faith, set forth in tho Crood, la 
preserved sound and complete, there is no particular 
harm in men differing one from tho other, provldud 
it be done in charity and humility, and provided 
party spirit be not allowed to find place in the 
7 
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Church. As for any actual division in the ranks, — 
let an enemy from without assail our battlements, 
and he will find but one banner raised, and one 
common rally, to the rescue. 



M. 



High axd Low, 



Watch-words of party ;- 
As if ft Choroh, though sprung fh>m Heftven, most ow« 
To opposites and fierce extremes her life, — 
Not to the golden mean, and quiet flov 
" Of truths that soften hatred, temper, strife.^ 
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CHAPTER XT. 

BISHOP WHTTK AS A STUDENT AND AN AUTHOR — OIRARD OOLLEGH 

NOBLK PROTEST — DANIEL WEBSTER — QUESTION TO BE 

SOLYED. 

After the consecration of the Assistant Bishop of 
Pennsylvania, the care of the parishes in the more 
remote parts of the Diocese was entrusted to him ; 
while Bishop White confined his Episcopal duties 
chiefly to Philadelphia, and its neighborhood. These, 
however, with the additional weight of responsibility 
which his position as Rector of a large city parish, 
embracing three churches, brought with it, were no 
light burden for any shoulders to sustain. 

Had Bishop White consulted his own inclinations, 
most of his time would have been devoted to study ; 
but with all his other avocations, he still contrived 
to write many works of great value to the theo- 
logical world. " He doubtless recognized in his pecu- 
liar ecclesiastical position, the paternal relation, as it 
were, to the young Church in this country, a respon- 
sibility to bring to her councils the assistance of 
sound and mature learning. He was unceasingly 
studious ; for a Bishop ^ must be apt to teach.' His 
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scholarship was no mere accumulation of barren 
theological lore, nor was his study a place of cloistered 
contemplation. To the most advanced years of his 
life, on every fit occasion, his pen was prompt to 
assert the cause of truth, and of the Christian Church. 
His learning was truly the learning of a Bishop, — 
active and diffusive for the good of the ministry, and 
of the people who were gathered about him ; a stream 
like unto that of the fountains of Elim, which flowed 
amid the palm-trees, healthfully and abundantly." 

The involved and obscure style of the Bishop will 
always be a drawback to the popularity of his works 
with general readers ; but by students, and those who 
wish to hold converse with one who was, in deed and 
in truth, one of " the fathers of the Church," they 
will be highly prized. Any person who has examined 
his great work, entitled " Comparative Views of the 
Controversy between the Calvinists and the Armi- 
nians," must have observed the unfortunate peculi- 
arity of style just referred to. Indeed, the book, as 
it appears in print, is more obnoxious to this criti- 
cism, than when it was first prepared in manuscript. 
It is told, as an exemplification of the Bishop's ha- 
bitual modesty, that he was shocked to find how 
often " I" occurred on its pages, and, accordingly, he 
went over the whole again, striking out this apparent 
evidence of egotism, and inserting instead those awk 
ward and homely expressions, *' It is the ofHfiioa of 
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the present writer," etc. Many a tjnro in diTinitjr 
who has smiled at these bungling sentences, would 
have had his respect and admiration fi>r the good 
Bishop deepened and increased thereby, had he been 
aware of the caose which produced them. 

Although Bishop White was remarkable for his 
mild and yielding disposition, in things unimportant, 
yet, when his judgment prompted him to pursue a 
certain course of action, he went forward in the dis- 
chaise of any duty with holy boldness. We have 
an example of this, in the incident which follows. 
^ In his later years, a lai^e sum of mcmey was be- 
queathed, by a wealthy Philadelphia merchant, to 
the corporation of that city, for the foundation of an 
orphan college, on the sole condition that the boys 
should be kept without any instruction in any re- 
ligious creed, from six to eighteen, that they might 
then ' adopt such religious tenets as their matured 
reason should enable them to prefer.' But the good 
Bishop was not to be led away by this specious 
liberality. He at once condemned the conditions of 
the will, and addressed to the corporation an uncom- 
promising and powerful appeal, in which he urged 
them ' to a respectful but determined rejection of 
the trust.' * It is,' he allowed, ' a great sacrifice ; 
but it cannot be too great when the acceptance of it 
would be an acknowledgment that religion, even in 
its simplest forms, is unnecessary to the binding men 
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to their various duties.' "* The whole of the Bishop's 
admirable letter is worthy of a careful reading. It 
may be found entire, in his life by Dr. Wilson, 
p. 234. 

In 1844, when Bishop White was resting from his 
labors in a better world, the question concerning 
Mr. Girard's will came, by appeal from the local 
jurisdiction of Philadelphia, before the Supreme 
Court of the United States. One of the lawyers who 
argued the case was the distinguished Daniel Webster. 
Not long before, he had renewed the vows of his 
Baptism in Confirmation, and become a communicant 
of the Church, — a circumstance which adds yet deeper 
interest to the masterly eloquence of his noble ap- 
peal. " Would any Christian parent," he asks, " con- 
sider it desirable for his orphan children after his 
death, to find refuge in this asylum, under all the 
circumstances and characteristics which belong to 

it 1 Poor as children can be lefl, who would 

not rather trust them to the Christian charity of the 
world, however uncertain it has been said to be, than 
place them where their physical wants and comforts 
would be abundantly attended to, but away from 
the solaces, the consolations, the graces, and the 
grace of the Christian religion ?" 

The warning voice of the Bishop and the stirring 

* Wilberforce's History qfths AmeHoan ChureTi^ p. 284L 
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eloquence of the Statesman were alike unheeded. 
Girard College has been founded, and it yet remains 
to be seen, whether the immense outlay of money 
which its establishment required, shall prove to com 
ing generations a blessing or a curse. 



I 
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CHAPTEll IVI. 

lOBSIOK TO CHINA — THE OHUBOH ABOU8INO HEBSKLF TO AOnON — 

NKOLECTED OFPORTXTXITIES DR. CXJTLER's SERMON KEMOR- 

ABLE GONYENTION — MIBSIONART BISHOPa CHOSEN THE LAST 

NIQHT or THE SESSION. 

In the spring of 1835, the Rev. Messrs. Hanson 
and Lockwood, our first missionaries to China, set 
forth upon that important enterprise. Much less 
was known of the " Celestial Empire" than at 
present, and Foreign Missions, so far as our branch 
of the Church was concerned, were quite in their in- 
fancy. The most lively interest was felt in the sub- 
ject, throughout every portion of the Union, and Dr. 
White, as presiding Bishop of the Church, delivered 
to the missionaries some parting advice. These 
instructions were universally admired for the vigor 
of mind, prudence, liberality, and sound principles 
therein displayed. While Churchmen were thus 
rousing up, in some degree, to a sense of their respon- 
sibility, in the great work of foreign raiBsions, the 
domestic department was not forgotten., Happy 
would it have been for the prosperity of the Church, 
had the claims of our own country been sooner at- 
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tended tot TW ts^ tc^ok w<Ht <af t^ AIL^^^oai j 
moonlaiB^ nam tfrmiag wsdk a npillT iEXfvftsiB|^ 
pofNiklaaB, cSend a sust teBpdBg ftt^ iuc mis- 



lected, and means proTided^ for tairjw^ iktSDBL into 
efieet. Wlule otker rdi^ioas bodies iki»« on ikt 
alert, fiir the poaMCJM on of that tenitorr, tkd £pb- 
oopal Cfanrdi vas eonfinii^ ker efforts to tka siiorai 
<^ the Atlantic. On! j two or three of our eKarjQf^ 
woe to be foond in the extensiTe region mtored bj 
the Missiasippi and its tribiitaries^ ^ One of these 
few dergjmen was the Rev. Joseph Doddridge, a 
connection <^ the celelnated non-confi^nuist of the 
same name. This goitleman addressed a letter to 
Bishop White in the year 1811, urging the appoint- 
ment of a Missionary Bishop for the new country in 
which he resided. The weakness of the Qiurch, with 
other circumstances, prevented immediate action on 
this important point, and a great opportunity wtis for 
ever lost. The injury formerly experienced through 
the want of Bishops in the eastern parts of the coun- 
try, was now more than realized in the west, and as 
population rapidly increased, vast numbers of the 
inhabitants became the victims of cold indiflfereno^ 
or of enthusiastic delusion."* 

But, as before stated, the night hod well nigh past, 

* Oaswell^s Am4He€tn Churchy p. W. 
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and the day began to dawn ; and the General Con« 
yention, which met at Philadelphia, in the autumn 
of 1835, was the occasion for vigorous action. This 
council of the Church is memorable, as being the last 
in which Bishop White presided. A most stirring 
sermon had been preached, at Brooklyn, not long be- 
fore, by the Rev. Benjamin B. C. Cutler, and its sub- 
sequent publication, and wide circulation, had called 
forth a very lively interest, in the cause of western 
missions. The Convention appointed a Committee 
to draw up a plan of organization for a Missionary 
Society, which should meet the exigencies of the case, 
and it was agreed to place the Church upon the high 
and primitive ground which she occupied on the day 
of Pentecost, and that henceforth she should be, 
emphatically, a Missionary Churchy going forth, in 
obedience to the Lord's command, ^^ making disciples 
of all nations^ baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father^ and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,^^ 
On the last day of the Convention, the " Board of 
Missions," at the call of Bishop White, held its first 
meeting. Let an eye-witness describe what fol- 
lowed : — " The canon * Of Missionary Bishops' had 
received the final sanction of both houses. Two 
over-shepherds were to be sent out, the messengers 
of the Church, to gather and to feed, under the di- 
rection of the House of Bishops, the scattered sheep 
that wander, with no man to care for their souls, 
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through all the wide and distant west. In the Church, 
(St. Andrew's,) the representatives of the Dioceses are 
assembled. They wait, in their proper places, the 
eventful issue, while expectation thrills the hearts of 
all the multitude which throngs the outer courts. In 
a retired apartment, the fathers of the Church are in 
deep consultation. There are twelve assembled. 
They kneel in silent prayer. They rise. They cast 
their ballots. A messenger bears the result to the 
assembled deputies. A breathless silence fills the 
house of God. Two godly and well-learned men are 
nominated the two first Missionary Bishops of the 
Church ; and all the delegates, as with a single voice, 
confirm the designation. One scene remains. The 
night is far advanced. The drapery of solemn black 
which lines the church,* seems more funereal in the 
faint light of the expiring lamps. The congregation 
linger still, to hear the parting counsels of their 
Fathers in the Lord. There is a stir in the deep 
chancel. The Bishops enter, and arrange themselves 
in their appropriate seats. The aged patriarch, 
(Bishop White,) at whose hands they all have been 
invested with the warrant of their holy trust, stands 
in the desk, — in aspect meek, serene, and venerable, 
as the beloved John at Ephesus, when, sole survivor 
of the Apostolic band, he daily urged upon his flock 

* In tMtimony of the sorrow of the Congregi^on for their deceased 
Rector, the Iftte Dr. Bedell. 
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the affecting lesson, ' Little children, love one an- 
other.' Erect and tall, though laden with the weight 
of almost ninety winters, and with voice distinct and 
dear, he holds enchained all eyes, all ears, all hearts, 
while, with sustained and vigorous spirit, he recites, 
in behalf and name of all his brethren, the pastoral 
message, drawn from the stores of his long- hoarded 
learning, enforced by the deductions of his old ex- 
perience, and instinct throughout with the seraphic 
meekness of his wisdom. He ceases from his faith- 
ful testimony. The voice of melody, in the be6tting 
words of that delightful Psalm, ' Behold, how good 
and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity,* melts every heart And then, all knees are 
bent, to ask once more, as something to be borne 
and cherished in all after life, the Apostolic bene- 
diction of that good old man.^'* 

* Bishop^ Doane^ Moonnt of ihe General Conrention of 1886, In tlte 
Appendix to his sermon it the oonseorttlon of Dr. Kemper. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Bisaop yrasTK as a citizen — wini-DiiAWif BtooAAPtttMl — 

INPLUKNCB AT ELB0TI0N8 COLONIZATION BOOIKTY — atllBMlt 

RKYOLUnON — INDIAN TRIBES — PUBLIC DINNKAM. 

We have now followed Dr. White, through hla 
long and eventful career, as a faithful paitor, atid ait 
able and devoted Bishop of the Church of God. 

There is still another point of view in which thtt 
chai*acter and conduct of this remarkable man, may 
be studied with advantage — I moan his poHitiun as a 
citizen of the republic. But here, as in the oth^r 
parts of his history, brevity will bo kept constantly 
in view. The modem practice of swelling tho bio- 
graphies of the most ordinary persons, by tho publi- 
cation of miscellaneous correspondence, and by the 
tedious detail of trifling incidents, is one which should 
be discountenanced by all who estimate time at its 
true value, and who remember how much is to be 
done in this short space. 

Bishop White did not think that the character of 

a citizen of the commonwealth should be lost in that 

of the Christian minister ; but he regarded the duties 

and privileges of the former, as perfectly conais taftt 

8 
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with those of the sacred office. He accordingly 
made it a practice to vote at important elections ; 
never allowing himself, however, to act the part of a 
political partizan. His own experience seemed to 
warrant the conclusion, that his influence as a clergy- 
man was not at all diminished by this course. It 
was no small inconvenience, for an aged and infirm 
man, to attend the polls at a strongly contested 
election, but even this did not prevent him from dis- 
charging what he believed to be a duty. "The 
reverence felt for him by all parties was sometimes, 
on such occasions, strikingly manifested, by their 
suspending, on his approach, their struggles for access 
to the windows where the votes were deposited, and 
opening a lane through which he could advance for 
that purpose, and again retire without difficulty. 
And the beneficial effect of the incident on the feel- 
ings of the multitude, was observed to continue for 
a considerable time." Although it would seem to 
be a fair conclusion from this incident, that there is a 
salutary influence in the brief presence of a holy man, 
exercising a constitutional right ; still, it should be 
remembered by those who would regard it as a suffi- 
cient warrant for all clergymen to do likewise, that 
Bishop White was no common man, and that he lived 
in no ordinary times. Nobody could question the 
riffht of one who had been a patriot, before there was 
even a well-grounded hope that the colonies would 
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be free, to continue the practice of voting, which he 
had uniformly pursued from the first ; neither will 
any friend of his country fail to perceive that it was 
the duty of a Christian Minister whose influence was 
so unbounded, to exercise that influence for good. 

But can this case find a parallel in that of the 
humble parish minister, in ordinary peaceful times, 
who would risk the possibility of exasperating and 
dividing his flock, for the sake of showing to the 
world that he was as free as the best, and dared to 
do according to his good pleasure 1 We think not. 

On three great public occasions, the Bishop con- 
sented to preside at meetings, more or less connected 
with political aflairs. 

The first was called to promote the formation of 
tlie American Colonization Society, — a benevolent 
association, the object of which is the removal of free 
colored persons to the Colony of Liberia. In the 
prosecution of this enterprise. Bishop White labored 
for years with Henry Clay and other philanthropic 
individuals; regarding this, as one of the most 
direct modes of conveying the light of Christianity 
to the benighted regions of Africa. 

Another occasion on which the Bishop acted as 
President of a promiscuous assemblage of his fellow 
citizens, was in December, 1823, when public sym- 
pathy was so generally aroused in behalf of poor 
down-trodden Greece, then struggling for liberty and 
life, against the tyranny of the barbarous Turks. 
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Again, in January, 1830, we find him occupying 
the same conspicuous and responsible place, when the 
public were agitating the question, whether or not 
it would be proper to send a memorial to Congress, 
asking, that in any measure of the government in 
reference to the Cherokee and other nations of In- 
dians, the faith of the United States towards them 
might be inviolably preserved. These were, indeed, 
three occasions, upon which a Christian Bishop, might, 
with propriety, be seen, taking the lead in measures 
80 full of benevolence and good will to suffering 
men. 

Bishop White did not consider it inconsistent with 
his sacred office, to be present at the public dinners, 
given on festivals, or other celebrations. He be- 
lieved that it was called for by the prominent station 
which he occupied ; and he was also willing to do it, 
because it tended to check improprieties and ex- 
cesses, and also led to opportunities of usefulness, 
which he should not otherwise have obtained. He 
early made a resolution, however, that if he lived to 
the age of seventy, he should then consider himself 
at liberty to decline such invitations. This rule, he 
accordingly strictly observed, and when, in October, 
1830, he was requested to attend the one hundred 
and forty-eighth anniversary of the landing of William 
Penn, he contented himself with sending an appro- 
priate toast. 
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CHAPTER XYIII. 

OOLLBCTINO MATERIALS FOR A CHURCH BISTORT — DR. HAWKS SENT 

TO ENGLAND LETTER TO BISHOP WHITE INTERVIEW WITH 

THE ARCHBISHOP OV CANTERBURY — KINDNESS AND COURTESY. 

The Convention of 1835, which had declared the 
Church to be one great Missionary Society, had 
appointed Bishop White and Dr. Francis L. Hawks 
a Committee to apply to the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and other persons in England, for any docu- 
ments which they might possess, which would throw 
light upon the early history of the Church in Amer- 
ica. Dr. Hawks had already published an interest- 
ing and valuable work upon the fortunes of the Church 
in Virginia, and he now zealously set forth, to collect 
materials for the prosecution of his important labors. 
He took with him to London, a letter from Bishop 
White, which at once secured for him a favorable 
reception, at the hands of English Churchmen. In 
his letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop 
referred, in a very happy manner, to the fact, that 
fifly years before he had received consecration from 
a predecessor of his Grace, and spoke, in modest 
terms, of the part which he had been allowed to act, 
in saving the Church in the United States from utter 
8* 
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ruin. Soon after Dr. Hawks' arrival in London, he 
wrote to Bishop White a full account of the kind 
reception he had met with, and of the probable suc- 
cess of his mission. This interesting epistle contains 
such gratifying evidences of the kindly sentiments 
which are cherished by the Mother Church in Eng- 
land, towards the daughter upon this side of the 
Atlantic, that I shall make some extracts from it 

^I waited first upon the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, with your letter and a copy of the journal of 
the last General Convention. I was received with 
great courtesy, and indeed kindness of manner, and 
found in his Grace one of the humblest and most 
unpretending of men. I cannot better describe the 
scene which followed than by sending you a copy of 
my memoranda of our conversation, made upon my 
return home. After the first salutations I began : — 

" * Your Grace, I believe, has already been informed 
by Mr. Norris of the general object of my visit to 
England. This letter from the Senior Bishop of the 
American Church, will more particularly explain the 
nature of my mission.' 

*' ' Ah ! this then is the handwriting of good Bishop 
White ; I hope he is well.' 

" * He was well, my Lord, when I left America.* 
(He then began to read the letter silently.) Aft»r 
a short time, he said, ' How old is the good Bishop 
now?' 
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" * In his eighty-ninth year, my Lord.' (Towards 
the close, he began to read aloud, and continued so 
to read to the end.) He then said : — * How beauti- 
fully he has expressed himself! He is a venerable 
man.' 

'* * And, I assure your Grace, beloved as well as 
venerated by the Church in America.' 

" * No doubt of it. Well, I think there must bo 
much in the library here which will be valuable to 
you, and everything is at your service. The records 
of the Venerable Society must also contain a great 
deal of information. I know that there are some 
manuscripts in the library here touching America, 
but I have never been able to examine them parti- 
cularly, for I have but little time. We have a Cata- 
logue of pur Manuscripts which I will show you.' 
[Here he rose to get it.] 

" I then handed him the copy of the Journal ; and 
in reply to his question about the Constitution of 
our Church, explained to him in few words our System 
of Government, etc, and expressing the sense of 
obligation which we felt in America to the Church 
of England, for having planted, and so long sus- 
tained us. 

*' * I am very happy to hear of the prosperity of 
the Episcopal Church in America — I was going to 
say, of the Church, for such, (it may be from my 
old-fashioned notions,) I cannot help considering 
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her. A history of your Church would be very in- 
teresting. I hope it will be written.'* 

" * Bishop White has written, my Lord, an account 
of our general history since the Revolution ; and I 
hope, ere long, to put a copy into the hands of your 
Grace,' [and then I was obliged to tell him that I was 
at work, and had published the volume, on the Vir- 
ginia Church.] 

*'*' ^ I shall be glad to see them both, and always 
pleased to render any service in ray power to the 
American Church. And now let nie see how I can 
aid you. I must bring you into communication with 
Mr. Rose,' (his Chaplain, and he sent a servant for 
him.) 

" When Mr. Rose entered, he introduced me, and 
explained my business, and immediately arranged 
with him for affording me access at all times, and 
every desirable facility in my researches. He also 
wrote a note to the librarian of the British Museum, 
and when he handed it to me, he rose, and J took it 
as a signal to withdraw. I rose, also, and said, — 
' It only remains that, in the name of the Episcopal 
Church in America, I should thank your Grace for 
the ready kindness with which you have met their 
wishes, and which I will not fail, my Lord, properly 
to represent to them. 

* The best hlBtorjr of the American Chnroh was written by Dr 
Wilberforoei the Biahqp of Oxford. 
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" * I shall be happy to serve them in this matter, 
and I shall hope, sir, to have the pleasure of seeing 
you again.' 

" He then shook hands with me, and I withdrew." 
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CHAPTER IIX. 

UENGTHENINO 8HAD0WB — SERIOUS ILLNESS — LAST SEKMON — 

STROKE OF DEATH CHRISTIAN OOMP06X7RE WIDE-SPREAD 

DISTRESS — FUNERAL. 

Wb are now drawing towards the end. God 
had permitted Bishop White to see wonderful things, 
during the fifty years which had passed, since he 
kneeled in the chapel at Lambeth, and received his 
authority to labor as a Chief Shepherd of the flock. 
The good old man might well take up the song of 
holy Simeon, and declare his willingness now to 
" depart in peace." 

Bishop White had enjoyed excellent health during 
most of his life, his constitution being kept in vigor 
by exercise, and a proper attention to diet. 

In June, 1836, he had a severe attack of sickness, 
which occasioned much uneasiness ; but he soon re- 
^ covered, and resumed his official duties. During the 
last year of his life, the marks of age and infirmity 
began more plainly to show themselves ; still, how- 
ever, he attended to much out-door duty, and 
preached once on a Sunday, in one or other of bis 
Churches. The last occasion upon which he ofiiciated 
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was June 26th, 1836, when he preached at St. Peter's, 
on '* The Gospel Sword," from the text, Hebrews iv., 
12th verse. It was remarked that he delivered this 
discourse with greater energy and effect, than had 
been usual with him for a long time. 

The newly -elected Bishop of Michigan, (the Rev. 
Samuel A. M'Coskry,) was soon to be consecrated, 
when Bishop White was expected to preside and 
preach ; — but God had appointed otherwise. 

During the night of the 2d of July, having 
risen from his bed, he fell with some violence upon 
the floor, owing, no doubt, to extreme weakness. 
His son, who slept in the same apartment, was 
startled by the sound, and immediately replaced him 
in the bed, which he left no more. The taper of life 
was flickering in the socket, and without pain or un- 
easiness, he gradually wasted away. The Bishop 
continued to enjoy the use of his mental faculties to 
the last, except upon a few occasions, when he 
seemed to fancy himself engaged in the performance 
of some Episcopal office, very likely thinking of the 
consecration, when he had hoped to be able to officiate. 
He recognized the friends who called to see him, and 
conversed with them, although, through bodily weak- 
ness, it cost him much effort to do so. He was fully 
aware of his condition, and as any one who knew the 
character of Bishop White might expect, he was 
humble, hopeful, and serene. 
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Through his whole life he had shown a decided 
repugnance to make a display of those secrets of the 
heart which belong only to the Christian and his 
Grod, and therefore we need look for no death-bed 
scene. " He was not disposed, of his own accord, 
to speak concerning the state of his mind, his expecta- 
tions or consolations. It was only in reply to some 
remarks made to him by Bishops Doane and M'Cos- 
kry, who were attending him, that he spoke at all 
upon the subject. But then he fully expressed, with 
greater warmth and animaticm than it was believed 
his weakness would have allowed, and than was usual 
with him, his reliance upon the merits of the Re- 
deemer alone for acceptance ; and the comfort, the 
'* charming^' gratification, of being enabled to trust in 
the Divine goodness, and to realize the protecting 
care of God in life and in death."* 

A report of the Bishop^s alarming sickness spread 
far and wide, and occasioned much anxiety and dis- 
tress. He was a man whom the world could ill 
afibrd to lose, and ^^ prayer was made without ceas- 
ing of the Church unto God for him." The good 
Bishop died on the morning of Sunday, the 17th of 
July. " Upon this sacred day, whose solemn ser- 
vices for nearly seventy years had seldom fiiiled to 
engage his voice in the several offices of the Christian 

• Bishop White's Memorial by Dr. Wilson, p. 2M-T. 
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ministry, as the hour of noon approached, when the 
prayers of faithful thousands had but just gone up to 
heaven in intercession for him, — the day itself ^^ so 
calm, so cool, so bright, the bridal of the earth and 
sky," — in the house* which for half a century had 
been his home, in his own chamber, upon his own 
bed, with all his loved ones of the first and second 
generations gathered around him, so quietly, that not 
a murmur caught the quickened sense of love's most 
practised ear, so gently that the most attentive eye 
marked not the moment of its transit, — his peaceful 
spirit took its flight from earth, washed, as we humbly 
trust, from all defilements, in the blood of that im- 
maculate Lamb, which was slain, to take away the 
sins of the world, to be " presented pure and without 
spot * before God.' " — His funeral was attended by a 
vast concourse of people, of every rank in life. Four 
Bishops, and two of the oldest clergy, bore the pall. 
As the long procession slowly moved along, the 
stores were closed, and tears fell fast, from the eyes 
of old and young. 

The funeral services were held in Christ Church, 
and the bells, which half a century before, had rung 
out a rejoicing, when he came back from a distant 
land a consecrated Bishop, now mourned the good 
man's departure from the earth. The procession was 

* The honse Is 89 Walnut Street, above Third. The Bishop had lived 
there ever sinoe his return from EngUnd, in 1787. 

9 
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net at the church-jard gate by the Rev. Mr. Sheets, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Oxford, who repeated the 
appropriate sentences from the burial service, as the 
coffin was carried up the centre aisle, to the front of 
the chancel. The anthem and the lesson were read 
by the Rev. Dr. Delancey, and a very appropriate 
and able sermon was preached by the Assistant 
Bishop of Pennsylvania, from the text, Job i.,8 : — 
^ Hast thou considered my servant Joh^ that there is 
none like him in the earthy a perfect and vpright man, 
one that/eareih God, and escheweth evil P'* The remains 
of the venerable patriarch were then deposited in his 
&mily vault, there to await his final summons to the 
resurrection of the just. 
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Amowq the reaoiBtkn adof^ Vj ^Ik 0«9iw^ 
ProtestBit EpueofAl Sandsr S^r^i Cittk^,^ v>^y» 
the momnfiil oecanon of Bidb^ Wliite'* 4^s$iA^ ^m 
tlie ioHowmg: 

"".fioDlNd; Hot Koaf:, n tbe «1r/<i^ Aife vf it4« 
bright ezen^lar of er€3j Cliriiiltia« VAfUi«$^ lNt*4 l^^>^^ 
the diUdlike nni^lkztr, Kr f^at^M/i^j pis^M^iMumA^ U^ 
the Goifkdl, as pfsenliarir WHicuifjf Unf^ Ivi W^« f/ 
the meek and lovjr Jtm% wm ^*9f ^>^j«^mhk^M# ; 
his k a chanefcer that prf»^7Uufi«iitl/ ^f^M^t^i^g V^ l/# 
hdd 1^ to onr Sniidar h^kkxI duu^^f m Wiiit m iV 

It k vjth a riev i^ tarr/Jiif ViH ^ i^^ v^ d4# 
leaoliitkiii, m wmm^ dtfr^^ iknit tUi; i^^Si^ tm'fik' 
tire haa heeo pn}ttn»d. 

Hie diazaekr iif £iabf(i;p WlutK, iii i4«#u| ^iki^ 
Ian, haa alreadr Ut^ett 4i«{daj^^; iij tiii? ^^ViO^ jy^ 
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recorded ; but in order to present the man as he was, 
in a better and clearer light, it will be necessary to 
refer to the matter again, with this special object in 
Tiew. 

From his earliest childhood. Bishop White had 
been remarkable for his goodness. By nature, (or 
rather by nature renewed through the power of God's 
grace,) he was gentle, and considerate, and calm, and 
benevolent. 

In his case, therefore, we have a most happy exem- 
plification of the value of early religious training. 

His friend. Dr. Wilson, who had known him long 
and well, says, in reference to the Bishop's religious 
character : — " Were I allowed to characterize his re- 
ligious feelings, and to attribute them to their true 
source, I could not avoid pronouncing them to be of 
that submissive, steady, sweetly serene and con- 
solatory kind, which the Gospel encourages us to ex- 
pect from such an advancement as he had made, 
through Divine Grace, towards the attainment of the 
* perfect love which casteth out fear.'"* 

As an additional testimony, I may add a few words 
from the admirable sermon preached at his funeral. 

" His whole life, from infancy to extreme old age, 
spent in one community, neither that community, 
nor an individual either there or elsewhere, has even 
a whisper against him. So ignorant was he, person- 

* Ifemoir, p. 2T8-1 
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ally, of evily so far from conceiving how widelj «ttd 
in how many ways it operates, that he was as fr^ 
from suspicion of others, as from gaile in his ow« 
bosooL Indeed, he was often too reluctant in the 
caution which foresees the natural workings of humaa 
motives. Thus pre-eminent in all good qualities and 
dispositions, it is not wonderful that his character 
was allowed by every one to have been that of a 
perfect man, and an upright. With all this excellence, 
unquestioned and unquestionable, the principles of 
our venerable father had no affinity whatever with 
those which recognize the merit of human virtue; 
which rest the hope of immortality on moral ac- 
curacy, even as combined with punctilious religious 
performances ; which look for acceptance with God to 
any source but the merits of the only Redeemer." 

The mildness and gentleness of Bishop White's 
disposition appeared on all occasions. We observe 
it, even in his controversial writings ; and it is the 
more remarkable here, because such works often- 
times call forth a bitterness of spirit, which, at others, 
may be wholly out of keeping with an author's 
general temper of mind. 

He was always friendly and tolerant in his inter- 
course with different denominations of Christians, 
but he never sacrificed his Church principles, or proved 
recreant to the solenm tows which he had made at 
the altar. 

9* 
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Modesty and humility were also prominent traits 
of his character, appearing in his whole life and oon- 
Tersation. 

Although he occupied so prominent a position in 
the Qiurch, and possessed an unusual degree of per- 
sonal influence, he was always unassuming, and ap- 
parently unconscious that he stood on an eminence, 
above the common level. 

The Bishop was distinguished for his benevolence 
and liberality. His charities, however, cost him 
much self-sacrifice, for his &mily was large, and his 
revenues were not great Besides, his position as 
the head of the Church in a large diocese, exposed 
him to many additional expenses. 

A London paper, in speaking of his death, had 
referred to the comparative smallness of his salary, 
— to which a Philadelphia editor replied, with great 
truth and beauty, — " Bishop White enjoyed a revenue 
beyond a monarches command, his daily income was 
beyond human computation. If he went forth, age 
paid him the tribute of affectionate respect, and 
children ' rose up and called him blessed.' " 

In his intercourse with his family and near friends, 
he was exceedingly tender and affectionate, and his 
general social relations with the world were marked 
by urbanity and kindness, flowing from a heart which 
was full of love for all. 

It may be said, without exaggeration, that Bishop 



k 



HIS MESKNBSS. 103 

White lived and died without one solitary enemy, 
— fourscore years and ten, without a wound from 
an angry feeling ! 

He had been raised up by God to do a special 
work for the Church, in the time of her deepest 
distress, and having accomplished this task, he went 
home to his reward. 



i 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

A PL4CB WHICH IBOCIJD BB TISBKD— WHAT MAT SB SBBK DT 
DOOBPmMDGB HAUi — THB TWO PICTUBB OT BISHOP WUITB— 
A FAHOCB FEW — ^AMJSOM» DICIDBIT— BiflBOP WHUB AMb BBI- 
JAMU WBBT— THB 8IKBAM OT TEUB Ii>VB BUKBIBa THB01K1H 
A PBBBLT CHAXSBL — A BBOIHBB'S TTBAHHICAL TBBATMBMT 
— BCAPS FBOM THB WIHDOW — A KXIGHT-BBBABT WHO 
AITEBWABDS BICAHB 80 BBXOWSBD IB THB CHUBCH — NO 
BBPBOACHBB OT 0OBaCIBVG3L 

I HOPK that none of my readers will ever visit 
Philadelphia without going to see Independence Hall. 
It is very fiamous as havbg been the building in which 
Congress was holding its sessions when the declara- 
tion of our national independence was made. 

Visitors are allowed to go into the room where our 
patriotic forefathers were assembled. You can see 
the chairs in which they sat, and the tables used by 
the secretaries. The walls are adorned with portraits 
of statesmen and heroes, and among these Taluable 
pictures are two of Bishop White. One of them rep- 
resents him as a comparatively young man ; and the 
other, io the ripe maturity of age. 

In the same room, the pew is preserved in which 
Franklin and Washington used to sit, in old Christ 
Church, when they attended upon the ministrations 
of this samtly man. 



It was on] J a lev dMvs mgo that I vas stasdlng ia 
that tkne-boiKired room, and as I gazed upon tke 
me^ and plaeid oonntenanoe of Bi^np Wlut€^ 
arrajed in bis Tohes of c^Bee, I oonld hardly realise 
that one vho had occap^ed ao many prominent post- 
ticvns in hie should erer hare played his part in scenes 
of minor momenL A smile inTc^imtanly wreathes 
the lips when we think €if him as an aclCH' in the 
little incident which we hare now to relate. 

At a late meeting of the Historical Society, at 
Philadelphia, the Correspoodii^ Secretary read the 
following extract from a letter written by Joseph K. 
Swifl, M.D., of Easton: 

*'My grandfather, Joseph Shewell, son-in-law of 
Prof. Kinnersley, and Stephen Shewell, his brother, 
were in partnership as merchants, in Philadelphia* 
more than a century ago. They were wealthy, but 
lost much of their property, during the war of the 
Revolution, by the capture of their vessels by the 
English. Stephen Shewell was a proud, imperious 
man, of strong passions, a warm friend, and an im* 
placable enemy. His wife, a daughter of Captain 
Fordham, was a descendant of the Bickley family. 
Stephen Shewell had two sisters, one of whom married 
Abraham Bickley ; the other (Elizabeth), after the de* 
cease of her parents, resided with her brother Stephen. 

** Miss Elizabeth Shewell became acquainted 
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Benjamin West, aflerwards the celebrated artist, and 
they fell in love with each other. West, at that 
time, although descended from a good family, was 
poor, and little known. Stephen Shewell wished his 
sister to marry another suitor, which she refused to 
do, in consequence of her attachment to West. The 
brother objected to West on account of his poverty 
and obscurity, and he was forbidden to come to the 
house. Miss Shewell, however, contrived to see him 
elsewhere, and they became engaged to be married. 
West then determined to go to Europe, and prose- 
cute his studies and profession there ; and Miss 
Shewell promised him that, when he notified her of 
bis ability to maintain her, and of his wish for her to 
come to him, she would proceed to join him in any 
part of Europe, and marry him. Her brother was 
informed of her meetings with West, and of the en- 
gagement she had entered into with him. So, to 
prevent any further intercourse between them, be 
confined her to her chamber, and kept her under 
lock and key until after West's departure for Europe. 
" Her engagement to West was well known in 
Philadelphia, and her brother's tyrannical treatment 
of her excited great indignation against him, and 
strong sympathy for his sister. In this state of 
things, the late Bishop White, who was my guest on 
his last patriarchal visit to Easton, told us that he 
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(then about 18 years of age) and Dr. Franklin (about 
59 years of age) and Francis Hopkinson (29 years 
of age), when the vessel was ready to sail, procured 
a rope ladder, went to the captain, and engaged him 
to set sail as 80on as they brought a lady on board ; 
took old Mr. West to the ship, and went at midnight 
to Stephen ShewelTs house, attached the ladder to a 
window in Miss ShewelPs chamber, and got her 
safely out and to the vessel, which sailed a few 
minutes after she entered it. 

" I observed to the Bishop that few persons who 
knew him now would believe that he had once turned 
knight-errant, and liberated an imprisoned damsel 
from confinement. He replied that Miss ShewelFs 
case was a hard one, and all her friends were indig- 
nant at the treatment she had received ; that he had 
done right ; and he added, with warmth, if it were to 
do over, he would do it again, for it was evident that 
God had intended they should come together, and 
man had no right to keep them asunder. 

" Mr. West was in waiting for Miss Shewell when 
she arrived in England, and they were soon married 
— September 2d, 1765. Neither of them ever re- 
turned to this country. Stephen Shewell never for- 
gave his sister ; and although she made many efforts 
to conciliate him, he refused all communication with 
her." 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

DK. WOLFF— AM DCPOKTANT QUSSnON— TlfS POWER OF OSDADT- 
DfO CONFINED TO BISHOPS — JOHN WESLEY AND THE METHODIST 
8UPE&INTBNDENTB — COKE AND ASBVET — AEBUMPTION OF AH 
EMFTT TITLE — ^MR. WESLET'S DISPLEASURE — QROWINO WEART 
OF USURPED AUTHORITT— DR. OOKE'S REMARKABLE LBTrEB 
TO BISHOP WHm — ^HIS COURSE AFTERWARDS — ^WHAT ANT 
ONE MAT SEE, WHO WILL OPEN HIS EYES. 

Some years ago, when the celebrated conyerted 
Jew, Dr. Joseph Wolff, was travelling among the 
nations of the East, he was puzzled to answer the 
inquiries of those who wished to know by what 
authority he preached the gospel. " This question," 
he says, " * What Bishop sent you out P was ad- 
dressed to me by the great Bogas, late Patriarch of 
the Armenian nation, at Constantinople; the great 
Hemes, Archbishop of the Armenian nation, at 
Tiflis; and by the whole body of Bishops at Ptsh 
Miazin, the celebrated convent at the pool of Mount 
Ararat; by the Syrian Patriarch in Mesopotamia; 
by the Coptic Bishops ; by the Greek Patriarch of 
Constantinople ; and by the Roman Catholic Biahops 
of Bagdad. When I replied to them, * My internal 
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voice sent me forth! the answer I received was, 
* Mo3es beard the voice of God upon Horeb, but God 
himself deemed it to be necessary to endow him with 
the gift of miracles [Ex. viii.], in order that Pharaoh 
may be forced to acknowledge him as the Extraordi" 
nary Ambassador ; and the ordinary ministers of 
God, the Levites, had to receive their commission 
from Moses ; and Christ made the same provision in 
his Church. He imparted the gift of miracles to the 
Apostles, in sending them forth ; but they instituted 
Bishops, by the imposition of hands, and charged 
them to follow up that manner of constituting minis- 
ters. (Titus i. 5.) 

" ' If you, Joseph Wolff, are an extraordinary miu' 
ister, prove it by miracles ; if an ordinary one, who 
laid hands on you ? Your internal voice is evidence 
to you, not to us* " 

Dr. Wolff adds : " The very fact that all the East- 
em Churches, without one single exception, have 
bishops, priests, and deacons, and the very fact that 
a Presbyterian Church is not known, is to me a suffi- 
cient proof that Episcopacy is of Divine origin, and 
that the doctrine of Apostolic Succession is a scrip- 
tural doctrine." 

I have alluded to thi-* striking incident in the life 
of Dr. Wolff, as havi:ig a bearing on something 
which happened during the career of Bishop White. 
10 
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According to the rules of the Church, which have 
been handed down from the beginning, none but 
Bishops can ordain ; and, therefore, those who claim 
to be Bishops, or Priests, or Deacons, all must be 
able to show from what Bishop their authority has 
been derived. When the Rev. John Wesley, who 
was an Episcopal clergyman in England, began that 
great work of reviving the slumbering energies of the 
Church, which at last ended in the departure of his 
followers from the true fold, under the name of 
Methodists, he had no idea that such a deplorable 
separation would be the result. • 

At a late period of his life, he sent out two 
preachers to America, to look afler the welfare of 
Methodism in this great country, and, from the na- 
ture of their office, they were called Superintendents. 
He knew that he, being only a Presbyter, could not 
make them Bishops, and they were well aware of it 
themselves. 

These two preachers, Coke and Asbury, according- 
ly came over, as plain superintendents ; but afler a 
while they began to allow themselves to be addressed 
as Bishops, although they had just as much right to 
claim to be kings or emperors. When Mr. Wesley 
heard of all this, he was much astonished, and wrote 
to Mr. Asbury after this manner : 

"In one point, my dear brother, I am a little 
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afraid both the Doctor and you differ from me. I 
study to be little, you study to be great, I creep, 
you strut along. I found a school, you a college. 
Nay, and call it after your own names ! Oh, be- 
ware ! Do not seek to be something ! Let me be 
nothing, and Christ be all in all. 

" One instance of this, your greatness, has given 
me great concern. How can you — how dare you — 
suffer yourself to be called a Bishop ? I shudder ! 
I start at the very thought ! Men may call me a 
knave, or a fool, a rascal, a scoundrel, and I am con- 
tent ; but they shall never, by my consent, call me a 
Bishop ! For my sake, for God's sake, for Christ's 
sake, put a full end to this ! Let the Presbyterians 
do what they please, but let Methodists know their 
calling better." This was in 1788. 

Dr. Coke was too intelligent a man to place any 
dependence on his own claims to be a Bishop ; and 
accordingly, in 1791, he addressed the following re- 
markable letter to Bishop White : 

•* Richmond, April 24, 1791. 

" Right Rev. Sir — Permit me to intrude a little 
on ^ur time upon a subject of great importance. 

" You, 1 believe, are conscious that I was brought 
up in the Church of England, and have been orda med 
a Presbyter of that Church. For many 
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prejudiced, even, I think, to bigotry, in favor of it ; 
but through a variety of causes or incidents, to men- 
tion which would be tedious and useless, my mind 
was exceedingly biassed on the other side of the 
question. In consequence of this, I am not sure but 
I went further in the separation of our Church in 
America than Mr. Wesley, from whom I had received 
my commission, did intend. He did indeed solemnly 
invest me, as far as he had a right so to do, with 
Episcopal authority, but did not intend, I think, that 
an entire separation should take place. He, being 
pressed by our friends on this side of the water for 
ministers to administer the sacraments to them (there 
being very few clergy of the Church of England then 
in the United States), went further, 1 am sure, than 
he would have gone, if he had foreseen some events 
which followed. And this I am certain of, that he is 
now sorry for the separation. 

"But what can be done for a re-union, which I 
much wish for, and to accomplish which Mr. Wesley, 
I have no doubt, would use his influence to the 
utmost ? The affection of a very considerable num- 
ber of the preachers, and most of the people, is very 
strong towards him, notwithstanding the excessive ill 
usage he received from a few. My interest also is 
not small, and both his and mine would readilv and 
to the utmost be used to accomplish that (to us) very 
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desirable object, if a readiness were shown by the 
Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church to re- 
unite. 

" It is even to your Church an object of great im- 
portance. We have now about 60,000 adults in our 
society in these States, and about 250 travelling 
ministers and preachers, besides a great number of 
local preachers, very far exceeding the number of 
travelling preachers, and some of those local preach- 
ers are men of very considerable abilities. But if 
we number the Methodists as most people number 
the members of their church, viz., by the families 
which constantly attend the divine ordinances in their 
places of worship, they will make a larger body than 
you probably conceive. The society, I believe, may 
be safely multiplied by five on an average to give us 
our stated congregations, which will then amount to 
300,000. And if the calculation which, I think, 
some eminent writers have made, be just, that three 
fifths of mankind are un- adult (if I may use the ex- 
pression) at any given period, it will follow that all 
the families, the adults of which form our congrega- 
tions in these States, amount to 750,000. About 
one-fifth of these are blacks. The work now extends 
in length from Boston to the south of Georgia ; and 
in breadth, from the Atlantic to Lake Champlaiu, 
Vermont, Albany, Redstone, Holstein, Kentucky, 
10* 
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Cumberland, etc. But there are many hindrances in 
the way. Can they be removed ? 

" 1. Our ordained ministers will not, ought not, to 
give up their right of administering the sacraments. 
I don^t think that the generality of them» perhaps 
none of them, would refuse to submit to a re-ordina- 
tion, if other hindrances were removed out of the 
wav. I must here observe that between 60 and 70 
only, out of the 250, have been ordained Presbyters, 
and about 60 Deacons (only). The Presbyters are 
the choicest of the whole. 

" 2. The other preachers would hardly submit to a 
re-union, if the possibility of their rising up to ordi- 
nation depended on the present Bishops in America. 

" Because, though they are all, I think I may say, 
zealous, pious, and very useful men, yet they are 
not acquainted with the learned languages. Besides, 
they would argue, If the present Bishops would waive 
the article of the learned languages, yet their succes- 
sors might not. 

" My desire of a re-union is so sincere and earnest, 
that these difficulties almost make me tremble ; and 
yet something must be done before the death of Mr. 
Wesley, otherwise I shall despair of success ; for 
though Iny influence among the Methodists in these 
States, as well as in Europe, is, I doubt not, increas- 
ing, yet Mr. Asbury, whose influence is very capital. 
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will not easily comply — nay, I know he will be ex- 
ceedingly averse to it 

"In Europe, where some steps had been taken 
tending to a separation, all is at an end. Mr. Wes- 
ley is a determined enemy to it, and I have lately 
borne an open and saocessful testimony against it. 

''Shall I be favored with a private interview with 
you in Philadelphia ? 1 shall be there, God willing, 
on Tuesday, the 17th of May. If this be agreeable, 
rU beg of you just to signify it in a note directed to 
me, at Mr. Jacob Baker's, merchant, Market Street, 
Philadelphia ; or, if you please, by a few lines sent 
to roe by the return of the post, at Philip Rogers, 
Esq., in Baltimore, from yourself or Dr. Magaw, and 
I will wait upon you with my friend Dr. Magaw. 
We can then enlarge on these subjects. I am con- 
scious of it, that secrecy is of great importance in 
the present state of the business, till the minds of 
you, your brother Bishops, and Mr. Wesley be cir- 
cumstantially known. I must therefore beg that 
these things be confined to yourself and Dr. Magaw, 
till I have the honor of seeing you. 

'' Thus, you see, I have made a bold venture on 
your honor and candor, and have opened my whole 
heart to you on the subject, as far as the extent of a 
small letter will ^llow me. If you put equal confi* 
dence in me, you will find me candid and faithful. 
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^' I have, notwithstandiDg, been guilty of inadvert- 
encies. Very lately I found myself obliged (for the 
pacifying of my conscience) to write a penitential 
letter to the Rct. Mr. Jarratt, which gave him great 
satisfaction ; and for the same reason I must write 
another to the Rev. Mr. Pettigrew. When I was last 
in America, I prepared and corrected a great variety 
of things for our magazine — indeed, almost every- 
thing that was printed, except some loose hints 
which I had taken of one of my journeys, and which 
I left, in my hurry, with Mr. Asbury, without any 
correction, entreating that no part of them might be 
printed which would be improper or offensive. But 
through great inadvertency (I suppose) he suffered 
some reflections on the characters of the two above- 
mentioned gentlemen to be inserted in the magazine, 
for which I am very sorry, and probably shall not 
rest till I have made my acknowledgment more pub- 
lic, though Mr. Jarratt does not desire it. 

** I am not sure whether I have not also offended 
you, sir, by accepting one of the offers made me by 
you and Dr. Magaw of the use of your churches, 
about six years ago, ou my first visit to Philadelphia, 
without informing you of our plan of separation 
from the Church of England. If I did offend (as I 
doubt I did, especially from what you said on the 
subject to Mr. Richard Dallam, of Abington), I sin- 
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cerely beg yours and Dr. Magaw's pardon. I'll 
endeavor to amend. But, alas ! I am a frail crea- 
ture. 

" I will intrude no longer at present. One thing 
only I will claim from your candor, that if you have 
no thought of improving this proposal, you will bum 
this letter, and take no more notice of it (for it would 
be a pity to have us entirely alienated from each 
other, if we cannot unite in the manner my ardent 
wishes desire). But if you will further negotiate the 
business, I will explain my mind still more fully to 
you on the probabilities of success. 

** In the meantime, permit me, with great respect, 
to subscribe myself, Right Rev. Sir, your very hum- 
ble servant in Christ, Thomas Coke. 

** The Right Rev. Father in God, Bishop White." 

This letter was given to the public in 1804, in con- 
sequence of the denial of the fact of such application 
by the Methodists in Maryland. 

It would have been a happy thing for the Church, 
and for those who had separated from her, had Dr. 
Coke been a proper person for the office ; and many 
of the evils which Methodism has worked out for 
itself might have been prevented, if Bishop White 
and his brother Bishops could have felt justified in 
granting this urgent request. Failing in his applica- 
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lion to be consecrated Bishop in this country. Dr. 
Coke returned to England, and, in 1813, wrote a 
most importunate letter to the distinguished William 
Wilberforce, begging him to use his influence to have 
him appointed Bishop to India. This application met 
with no better success. 

My readers will see now the true position of those 
who are called Bishops among the Methodists. It is 
merely an empty title, to which they have no sort of 
claim. Their cause is not strengthened in ihe least, 
when the Methodists declare that Dr. Coke was really 
made a Bishop by Mr. Wesley, in 1784. In the first 
place, it was something which Mr. Wesley could not 
do ; and secondly. Dr. Coke did not think that such 
authority had been bestowed upon him, or he never 
would have been so anxious to obtain it afterwards. 

This history of the correspondence between Dr. 
Coke and Bishop White is too important to be passed 
over in silence, and the writer has therefore con- 
cluded to give it a place in his little book. 
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CHAPTEB XXin. 

A lORMXE MBAOEK OUTLUTK VOW HLUBD OUT— fUVDAT, J17I.Y 
THB THIRD— A FALL AVD IT» flONKM^VKirOSd — ^WATCBUOS BT 
THB BSD810K — CAJUUriM AMD UEMOilTY—^mM hAK 0AOSA- 
MEHT — ^PBATBE AJfD P&AlfK — ^WAITING lOV TBI SAI^YAHOV 
OF GOD — TBX •PIBIT'f OBPAXTVM TO ITS BJEil — OBAVS- 
OLOTHEf WBiCH HAJ> BUM WOBV 10 LOBO IB UIS— TBI 
HOAET BIAD, A CBOWM OF OLOBT. 

Thb account of Bishop White's death, in a previous 
chapter, was more brief than we wished it to be, but 
fuller particulars were not then within reach. We 
shall now send out our new edition with the beauti/ul 
sketch furnished by Dr. Ducachet, of St. Stephen's 
Church, Philadelphia, and this will be a most fitting 
close to the volume. 

'' On Sunday, the 3d of July, 1836, he rose very 
early, before daylight ; but, as he told me himself, by 
some accident fell upon the floor of his chamber, at 
the side of his bed. No immediate danger was ap* 
prehended, as, with the exception of a few trifling 
bruises, he seemed to have received no hurt. But 
the powers of life, hitherto so yig^rous, recelTed a 
shock from which he never rallied. He 
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confined to his bed during the whole time, exhibit- 
ing no symptoms of disease, sometimes showing a 
strength that promised a recovery, and then a weak- 
ness which made us fear that all was over. It was 
my privilege to be with him, to watch at the bedside 
of my venerated father, and to do something (it was 
but little, for he required little) to testify my affec- 
tionate attachment to one of the best of men. He 
said but few words, but remained serene, and calm, 
and self-possessed to a degree that surprised me. But 
the Almighty in mercy spared him the pain of bodily 
suffering, and gave him the peace that makes the 
spirit tranquil. His mind occasionally wandered, but 
in his temporary aberrations he was the same as ever. 
There was calmness even in delirium, and the ruling 
passion was the only one that could be seen. He 
spoke and inquired often about the approaching Con- 
secration ; seemed to think, at times, he was engaged 
in that high solemnity ; and he would stretch out his 
venerable hands, in his peculiar, graceful manner, 
as if to consecrate and to bless the engaging young 
man whose elevation to the Episcopate he had so 
earnestly desired, but whom, as a Bishop, he was 
never permitted to see but once. 

" A few days before he died, he received from the 
hands of the then Assistant Bishop the sacrament 
of the Lord's body and blood, with his usual devo- 
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tioT), and several times engaged with his clergy in 
prayer. On one of these occasions, after prayers 
were finished, he desired that there might be read to 
him the beautiful hymn of Addison's, which is the 
10th in our selection — ' Wiien all thy mercies,' etc. ; 
and the 209th hymn — ' Thou art the way, to Thee 
alone,' etc. 

'• He pronounced them both * charming,' and then 
said that he wished he had the strength to express 
his sentiments and feelings, but that they were con- 
tained in those hymns. He said, too, that * Jesus 
Christ was the Saviour upon whom only he depend- 
ed ;' and then, like Jacob blessing his children before 
he went, he said, ' 1 leave behind my best wishes for 
the prosperity of the Church after my decease.' No 
change came over him till the last. His eye was not 
dim ; scarcely was his natural force abated. But he 
seemed like good old Simeon, only to be waiting 
meekly and calm to see Hhe salvation of God,' and 
then to depart in peace. 

** The morning of the day of rest had dawned upon 
the world, and awakened nature to cheerfulness and 
man to prayer. The consecrated hour had arrived 
when the tribes are accustomed to go up to the house 
of God, ' to testify unto Israel and to give thanks unto 
the Lord.' The touching prayer which the Church 
has provided for the sick had everywhere in our city 
11 
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been offered up for him, and had ascended from our 
altars and our hearts to the Courts on high, with the 
sighs and the amens of the people ; and his sons, upon 
whom he had laid his anointed hands, and all of whom 
had received the priesthood of Melchisedec through 
him, and some of whom had received it from him, 
were proclaiming that gospel which he had com- 
missioned them, in Christ's name, to preach ; and He 
who holds the stars in His right hand was ' walking 
amid the candlesticks,' and fulfilling His promise to 
be in the midst of those assembled in His name ; 
when the messenger came to the venerable ' angel of 
the Church of Philadelphia,' and called his spirit 
away to the services of a purer worship and a purer 
temple. And on the day of rest he entered into 
rest. 

** * How calm his exit — 

Night-dews fall not more gently to the ground, 

Nor worn-out winds expire so soft.* 

" He went away softly, like the spirit of a babe 
breathing out its life upon its mother's bosom ; and, 
like an angel, fled on noiseless wing to Heaven ! 

'' I saw him lying in death. There was no shroud, 
no winding-sheet, to disfigure his noble form and 
make it look repulsive. He lay in dignified and 
appropriate gracefulness in the robes of his office, 
and the lawn which he had honored-<^the same in 
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which he had been consecrated fifty years before, and 
in which he had perfornied every service of his exalted 
function — the same in which we have seen him, when 
he has come among us to bless us and our children ; 
and his venerable loclis, arranged as if by his own 
hands, appeared the same as ever — as pure and 
unsullied as the mitre which he wore.'' 

And now my pleasing task is done ; and in laying 
aside my pen, I feel as if bidding farewell to a pare 
and saintly spirit, with which it has been my privilege 
in this manner to converse. 

When, month by month, in the prayer " for the 
whole state of Christ's Church militant," we bless 
God's holy name ^^ for all His servants departed this 
life in His faith and fear," and beseech Him to " give 
us grace to follow their good examples" — we may 
well treasure in our minds the fragrant memory of 
Bishop Whitb. 



THE END. 




NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 



church Journal, 

The Life of BMiop White, by the Bey. Mr. Norton, is brief; well eon- 
densed, pleasAntly written, and bringing well ont the prominent points 
In the long and oseAil career of that admirable man. 

Ootpei Jf€»t§n00r. 

Well written and interesting. It is an excellent work to place in the 
hands of the yonng, and every way suitable for Sonday School LibrarieSb 

CaUndar, 

The subject of this Memoir, all things considered, is inferior in interest 
or importance to yery few who haye eyer lived. Bnt the reptitation 
and standing of both subject and author are such as to command uni- 
versal confidence and respect. 

Banner qf the Orote. 

A brief, bnt very interesting Memoir, and a valuable addition to our 
Sonday School Libraries. 

episcopal Recorder, 
A very interesting little volume. 

ChritUan Witneee. 

Mr. Norton has done a good service to the Church in preparing for 
the young this interesting Memoir of the revered Bishop White. His 
design is au excellent one, and he should be encouraged to complete 
the series. 



CRITICAL IfOTlCLS. 

A most perfect duascter, well dxMm oai, mod iAtcws a 
varioiis colore, oonspmns ^ n mp k^ tbt fitSaoft id % 
righteous man.— Ibe x^Mmt k QUtoOhtmaA miatmstivt 
of the aeries.'-Mr. Kottoo kdetenniiwd tAodt SUopiiittJl 
be remembered, and no good of them be kct.~jBMwr 4/ 
UieOrxm. 

A person might be indnced to read tbe fife -A Hm 
Bishop, not onl j because of its literaij mmot^ tuttt XtvMvtmf 
of the resemblance in the portrait* nxtmshtd to Hkm^ vniKf^ 
getic Bishop Philander Chase. Kr, Soitott hm ««wr&4V0 
into this memoir much general infionnatko in tlwe Hm^^ 
of the Chnrch during the life-time of Biabop Bfyv^!^. i«kf 
some yalnable thooghta on inddental ml^eetii. — Oilmimr, 

This is an interesting and tnitlifal sketch of one wboiw 
memory is warmly dieriahed in our diocese, and wV^m 
character and attainments were such as to make him orH9 
of the men of mark in oar Church. Tb« msterk} im tins 
biography has been well ittffkifA up by Jfr. Norf/w, siM 
the interest of the Tottmi^ i0 wo^ 'v Mrm m^ A by tb<» intro- 
duction of tf«ie gpraphie jieminliieeneeir by the Ker. Fani 
Trapier, aftd extraets fvoift 9oAe of the Bishop's o^m lettcrr 
wli/^ tf*v(»-ttT^ if^ l*kmvp^. 
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BY THE REV. J. N. NORTON. 

Thb memoir of this Boston boj (son of a New England 
Congregationalist preacher, who afterwards took orders in 
the Church and died in Sonth Carolina, where his more 
celehrated son afterwards became Bishop) is not marked 
by any very striking incident, but breathes everywhere 
the quiet firmness, the affectionate nature, the sober and 
steady principles, the meek and humble spirit of its sub- 
ject. His warm friendship for Bishop Hobart led to a long 
continued correspondence, some specimens of which are 
inserted in this memoir. — Church Journal. 

These biographies of the Bishops are all interesting.— 
Southern Churchman. 

Another and very interesting addition to the several 
memoirs of our Bishops which Mr. Norton has been dili- 
gently prex>aring and sending through the press. The 
peculiar energy displayed by the subject of this memoir, 
while, a child of eight years, he crossed the river from 
John's Island to Charleston in a boat, and, by his earnest 
pleading, obtained the services of a physician for his dying 
father, continued to mark him through life, united to the 
tenderness and ready sympathy which formed so import- 
ant an element of his piety and his usefulness.— J 
Churchman. 
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BY GEORGE L. DUYCKINOK. 

New York, 1858 : pp. 197, 



Wx have too long neglected to do our share in bringing 
this delightful little book to the notice of the lovers of 
holy George Herbert, among whom we may safely reckon 
a large number of the readers of the ** Atlantic." It is 
based on the life by Izaak Walton, but contains much new 
matter, either out of Walton's reach or beyond the range 
of his sympathy. 

Notices are given of Nicholas Ferrar and other friends 
of Herbert. There is a very agreeable sketch of Bemerton 
and its neighborhood, as it now is, and the neat illustra- 
tions are of the kind that really illustrate. The Brotherg 
Duyckinck are well known for their impretentious and 
valuable labors in the cause of good letters and American 
literary history, and this is precisely such a book as we 
should expect from the taete, scholarship, and purity of 
mind which distinguish both of them. It is much the 
best acootmt of Herbert with which we are acquainted.--" 
AOantie Monthly. 
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Ba)K NOTICES. 

Sidney Grey. A Tale of School life. Bj tho anthor 
of "Ifia and Charlie," 

Ib a gfood, entertaining, useful book for boys. It oontains 
Bufficient incidents for a modem romance, but thej are 
not of the "intense" kind. On the contrary, they are 
generally of ordinary character, such as are oonstantly 
occurring around us ; but those most commonplace are 
Invested with a degree of interest which is in itself a 
charm. "Sydney Grey," however, is no baby's book. 
Indeed, there are not many adults who would not find its 
teachings profitable. The style of the narrative is chaste, 
lively, and graphic, the tjrpography is excellent, and the 
binding at once neat and substantial. Nor must we omit 
to tell the little folks that they will also be pleased with 
the illustrations in ** Sydney Grey." There are no better 
safeguards against Popery than books of this kind.- 
FMUtddphia Daily Newt, 




The Boy Missioiiary. By Mrs. Jenny Ma&sh Pabker. 

This is another little volume which is destined to do 
jnuch good, for it is so written that it will be read with 
avidity by those for whose benefit it is intended. The 
story of Davie Hall is full of wholesome encouragement, 
and can not fail to make an impression. 

The Episcopal Church Book Society have also recently 
published "The Life of Bishop Wainwright/' " The Life 
of George Herbert," "The Life of Bishop Ravenscroft," 
and "The Tortoise-Shell Comb," all of wluch are well 
suited for children. Each tiny "Life" is embellished 
with a fine portrait, and ought to find a place in tha 
Juvenile library of every Protestant family.- -PAtZocUfpMa 
Dai^ Newt, 
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